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bat have done so to teat the feeling of the
House on a question not really tested before.
When the I1Ion, the Premiei imuplies that the
notice has just been given and is aL new matter,
hea is either mistaken or forgetful, and he was
certainly most ruistaken in the observations he
hs wade to-night.

THE PREMIE]R (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): It
has taken you a long time to bring the matter
forward, at any rate. Why could not we have
had it weeks agoP

Motion put and negatived.

ADJOURNMIENT.
The House at 10'15 p.m. adjourned until

Tuesday, A ugust 13th, a t 4%39 I p'.s

1CfrgislIatrb e Asstenib!It,
Tuesday, 13th August, 1895.

Prepaynent of Press Alessages-Station and Goods
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Court Hanse at Nobi-Jq-an ky .4 tty
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lan ton-Posti'py a Lot' etttos tit fle iny
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Police Pudidinys at .4/bal q-Albanm Ilospitad -
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7neut Bill: third reaeing-i~ertiisers and Err'Ung
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meact Room"s Licentsiny Bill; in committee-
Duties on Estates of Deceased Persons ill.
second reading-Licensed Sun-tyops -Bill,-ey.9
lextire Council's aenne-Jri-dlIvoiuea's
Property Hill : second reading-Godfleds /jilt:
resened debate; second i'tceding-&Jisiutes- in

THE SPEAKElE took the chair at 4.30
o'clock P.M.

PREPAYMENT OF PRESS M ESSAGES.
Ma. LEAXE, in accordance with notice,

asked the Premier whether it was true that

the Telegraph Department mid declinied to
deliver Press messages from the oither colonies
unleers prepaid iand, if so, what was the
reason.

'ME PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied
that there had been aL difference between the
'lelegraph Department and one of the news-
papers in Perth, hut that the difference had
been amicably arranged,

STATION AND ClOUDS SHED ATIMll)LAND
JUNCJTION.

MR. LOTON, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways whether
the Government intended to provide slaitable
sitation and goods shed accommodation ait the
junction of the Mlidland and Eastern Ril-
ways. If so, whoa tenders would be called for
the work.

Tan COMMWISSIOINER OF RAILWAYS
(Hen. H. W. Ven) replied in the affirmative
to the first part of the question ; and, as to
the secoind part, said plans were in hand, and,
whent funds were available, tenders wouild be
called for the work as early as possible.
TEN])ERs FOR NEW CoutRfurOUSE AT

NORTHAM1.
MR. PIESSE (for Mr. Tunosssxa4), in ac-

cordance with notice, asked the Director of
Public Works when tenders for the erection of
a new courthouse at Northam were likely to
he called for.

Tns DIRECJTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that tenders would
be called for after the Estimates were
passed.

ESPERANCE BAY JETTY ADDITION.

MR, HASSELL, in accordance with notice,

asked the Director of Public Works when the
addition to the Esperauce Bay Jetty was likely
to be finished.

'[ Hu DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that the timber For
the addition to the Esperance flay Jetty was

now ready for shipment at flunhulry, and the
work should be completed in four months.

POST1 AND TELEGIRAPH OFFICE AT~
NOESEAIANTON.

MRt. HASSEiLL, in aeccrdance with notion,
asked the Director of Pu blic Works whether
the Governmuent intended to place it sum on
the Estimates to build a post and telegraph
office at Norseman ton.
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
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([[on, 11. W. V'enn) replied that there was no
sum placed on the Estimates for post and
telegraph office at Norseinanton, but there
was a sum for post and telegraph office at
0 undue; and, if it were not desirable to erect
public buildings at Dundas, the vote, with a
slight amendment, could be utilised for build-
ings at Norsemnton.

POS-TING LATE LETTERS AT RAILWAY
STAT IONS.

MR. SOLOMON, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways whether
arrangements could not be made so that all
late letters could be posted at the various
railway stations by payment of 16 late letter
fee.

Tne COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that the Post-
master-General had been consulted, and had
expressed his inability to deal with the safe
custody of such letters in a satisfactory way.
Foreigni and colonial letters, with the late fcc,
were taken by the officer in charge of the
postal van at the Perth station up to the de-
parture of the mail train.

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AT
KALGIOORLIE.

MR. MARMION, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works whether
it, was. the intention of the Government to at
once erect at Kalgoorlie suitable public build-I
ings (Wardenu's residence and office, post-offi~e,
telegraph office, &cj, of a comparatively teui-
poritry character, to meet, immediate necessi-
ties, pending the erection of wore sub-stantial
and costly buildings.

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) replied that it was the
intention of the Government to erect public
buildings at Kalgoorlie, end that plans were
now being prepared.

ALBANY QUARANTINE STATION.

MR. LEAKE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Prezier whether it was intended to
provide increased and adequate accomocla.
tion at the Quarantine Station, at Albany;
and, if so, to what extent.

THE PRIXMI LiE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied
that e*I,OO0 bad been placed upon the Esti-
mates f or that purpose.

IMPROVEMENTS TO POLICE BUILDINGS
AT ALBANY.

MR. LEAKE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether it was the inten-
tion of the Government to provide increased
or improved accomwodation for the police
court, police quarters, and lock-up at Albany;
and whather it was proposed to erect new
buildings for all or any of the above pur-
poses.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) replied
that he bad received a letter from the Cham-.
ber of Comnmerce a, few days ago, and that this
was the first he had heard of there being in-
adequate accommodation aot the police court
or other places. The matter would be con-
sidered.

ALBANY HOSPITAL.

Mn. LEAKE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether it was intended to
add a, ward to the Albany Hospital, or other-
'wise provide separate accommodation for fe-
male patients,

THE PREMIER (Ron, Sir J. Forrest) replied
that the matter was under consideration, and
he hoped it would shortly be possible to pat
the work in hand.

DEPOSITINGI OF STONE1 Ac., IN THE RIVER

ATf ROCKY BAY.
SELECT COMM3ITTEE'S REPORT.

Tas DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Vene) brought up the report of
the Select Committee, which was read and
ordered to lie printed.

MEDICAL ACT AMIENDMEINT BILL.
THIRD REAssNiO.

Bill read a third timei, and transmitted by
message to the Legislative Council.

FEhtTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS BILL.
THOM [lEADING.

'Bill read a third time, and transititted by
mnessnge to the Legislative Council.

RAILWAY AND THEATRE REFRESHMENT
ROOM1S LICENSING BILL.

IN COMUMi.

Clause 1-' Short title":
Tnr AT'VORNI&Y-GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt). moved, as an amendmient, that the fol-
lowing words be added at the end of the
clause " Part I fI.-Micellnneous."

Amendment put and passed.
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clauwse t aended, agreed to.
Clause 2-"1 Interpretation:"
Tuxz ATTORNEY - GENERAL (H1on. S.

Burt) moved, as an amendment, that the
words "this part of," in the first line, be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 3 to 6 inclusive:-
Agreed to.
Clause 7.-" Effect of license:
Ma, ILLIYGWORTH asked the Attorney-

GJeneral to uhdopt the suggestion made on the
second reading, by prohilbiting the- sale of
liquors in a theatre during rehearsals, and
thereby restrict the sale of liquors to the
actual time during which the theatre was
used for apublicentertainment. Re moved, as
ain amendmen t, to Strike out the words "or a
a% rehearsal preparatory to suach concert or
performance" in the fif th and sixth lines.

Mn. J&W!ESsupported the amendment, and
said the clause was also open to abase in
other ways, because entertainments that were
not respectable-a prize fight was suggested
as one of this class, and he meant that sort of
entertainment-might he got up for the pur-
pose of drawing acxowd, chiefly for the sale of
liquors. No bea ide performance would be
continued much after midnight, and the hours
of soiling liquors muight be restricted between
7 p.m. and 12 o'clock midnight.

Tas ATTORNEY GENERAL (Ron. S.
Burt) said the intention of the clause was to
allow liquor to be sold in a theatre when the
platce was Open for a public entertainment. He
was not prepared to say whether or net
improper pertorinainces. might be got up in a
theatre ; but, if they were, another Bill cu d
be passed for regulating the ase of thbeatres.
He did not think any performance in a
theatre would be got up merely to
obtain the privilege of selling liquor
there and making a profit in that way,
because a liquor bar in a theatre would not lie
specially attractive in competition with the
liquor bars in hotels. As to not sel ling liquors
during the time of rehearsal, he would accept
the amendment.

Auendment put and passed.
Ma. ILLINOWOR~it moved, as a further

amendment, that the words "Christmas
Day or Good Friday " be added at the end of
the clause, so as to prohibit the daile of liquor
in theatres on those days as well as on
Sunday.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 8:
Agreed to.
Clause 9-" Definition of 'Commissioner:*
TusE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt) moved, as ain amendment, that the
following word4 be added at the end of the
clause:-" and the words 'general mnager,'
the general manager for the time being of
any private rail way. " Hle said it was desirable
to give popwer to the general manager of a
private railway to sanction the granting of A
liquor license to refreshment rooms on that
railway, in the same way that the Commis-
sioiner of Railways could grant such licenses
on a Government railway. In the case of the
Coin iissioner, however, the power was given
to himl absolutely to grant or cancel licenises on
the Government railways ; whereas it was in-
tended in the other amnendmnents to he moved
that the power should be limited in the ease
of the genera] manager of a private railway,
who should be able to grant licene;u but the
Colonial Treasurer was to have power to fix
the fee, within certain limits provided in the
Bill, and also the power to cancel such licenses,
while the license was to relate only to the
lessee or occupier of the room or rooms
obtained from the railway authorities for
that purpose. That met the ease of
private railways. On the Midland railway
he was informed, it was necessary to ha-ve
liquors sold at certain stopping places for the
mid-day meal; bet, in order that this facility
should not he used for supplying liquor to
all people in the neighborhood, whether
railway travellers or not, the saile of liquors
was to be restricted to a reasonable interval
before and after the arrival or'departure of a
train. This explanation would show the
whole scope of the amnendsaents he had put on
the Notice Paper.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause 10- " Repeal of part of section 37 of

42 Viet., No. 31
Agreed to.
Clause 11-" Railway Refreshment itooms,

Queensland Act, 49 Viet., No. 1S, Part S.
134."

THE ATL7O tNEY - GENERA L (Hon. S.
Burt) moved the following amendments to tho
clause :-To insert the following words after
the word "fixed," in tine 4 of sub-clause 1,
"in the ease of a public railway;" to insert

after the word"1 Connnissioner," in line 5, the
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words " and in the case of a private railway
by the Colonial Treasurer; " to insert af ter the
word " Commissioner," in line 6, the words
" in the first of such cases, and the Colonial
Treasurer in the second ;" to strike out the
words " by the CI ommissi oner," in line 8 of
sub-clause 2. He said that the amendments
all carried out the proposition he had
explained.

Ma. RANDELL said that if it were possible
some provision should be made with the view
of securing to the travelling public on these
railway lines proper accommodation.

M a. HASSELL said be agreed with the hon.
member for East Perth that something should
be done to provide dec-ent accommodation.

Mam. GEORGE said he would like to see a
provision made that adulterated liquor should
not be sold as the genuine article, and should
not be calculated to drive people mad or mnake
them ill.

Amendments agreed to.
Clause 12-"1 Commissioner meay make regu-

lations for refreshment rooms, etc. Ibid part
5. 134."

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hlon. S.
flm-I) moved to insert the following words
after the word " Commissioner " in line I :
"In the case of a public railway, and the
general manager in the case of a private
railway."

Ma. JAMES said he preferred to see the
same rule applied to the granting of licenses
on private railways as that which prevailed
on public railways. In the latter case licenses
were granted and revoked by the Commis-
sioner, hut, if the amendmen twere Carried, the
licenses to a private railway, -which were
granted by the Colonial Treasurer, would be
revoked by one of their own authorities. H~e
therefore suggested that the words " Colonial
Treasurer" in the amendIment should be sub.
stituted for the words " general manager?'

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (H1on. 8.
Burt) said he committed an error when he
said that the Colonial Treasurer should cancel
the licenses to private railways. He should
have said the general manager should have
that power. With regard to the suggestion of
the hon. member for East Perth, he would
suggest that Parliament could hardly legislate
in the case of a private railway in the direc-
tion of empowering a Government officer to
cancel the licenses of the refreshment rooms,
The general manager would never brook the

- Colonial Treasurer issuing an order for the

cancellation of a license whbich he recomn-
wended for granting. The power to deal
with the licenses on private railways must be
left to the authorities of those concerns.

Ma. PIESSE said he thought it was gener-
ally provided, whben those licensees took a, lease
of a refreshment room on a private railway,
that the general mansger should have the
power to discontinue the lease at any time,
and he was of opinion that the same power in
the case of licenses for refreshment rooms
should be vested in the general manager.

MR. JAMWES said he wished to point nut that
the licenses were not granted for the benoefit
of any railway, but for the benefit of the tra-
velling public. Why should the general
manager of a private railway, who represented
the interests of the sharehoder'., have the
right to cancel the licenses, when the grounds
for cancellation depended upon the treatment
the travelling public received? Ile would
like to know if there were any instance in
Australia at any rate, where private persons
were allowed to cancel public licenses. Ile
thought that in order to guard against pos-

sible abaes, some public official should have
control of them. He thought it would be de-
sirable to add the words " or Colonial Trea-
surer" after the word "general manager" in
the amendment of the Attorney-Generalt, in
order to prevent any wilful breaches of the
law being committed.

Mn. GEORGE aid he could not agree with
the suggested amendment of the bioa
member for East Perth, because he objected
to a subordinate officer of a railway or of any
business concern, being vested with power to
override the General Manager. He would like
to see power given to force the establishment
of refireshment rooms on private railwnys,
He took it that the General Manager, in
granting licenses, would make such provisions
as would protect his company from having the
aspersion cast upon them that the refreshment
rooms on their lines were not properly con-
ducted, and he could not believe that any
general manager would license a badly con-
ducted refreshment room on his company's
line, merely for the sake of putting a little
money into the Treasury.

THE CHAIRMAN said he was not aware
that the hon. member for East Perth had
moved an amendment to the proposed amend-
ment.

Ma. JAMES said he .would move to strike
out the words " general manager" with a view
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to inserting the words "Colonial Treasurer"'

in lieu thereof.
MR. ILtJTNGWORTRE said he would suggest

an amendment that would probably attain the
end of the hon. niember for E ast Perth. I-fe
rather objected to the general manager of a
private railway having the power to grant
licenses at all.

TnE raSWUaE (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest) : Re
cannot grant them.

Mr.. ILLINGWORTF said the case would
be met if the following words were inserted
after the word " and" in the proposed amnend-
mont:-" On the recomnmendation of the." nlThe
clause would then provide that, the Conmmis-
sioner in the case of a public railway, and on
the recommendation of the general nmanager
in the ase of a private railway, could make ro-
gulations for the conduct of refreshment
roOmIs, or cancel any license.

Mna. MARM11ION said the Government should
Control the licenses, and not the general mian-
ager of the company, because the licenses were
in the first instances granted by the Govern-
ment. lie quite agreed that the same rul
should apply to both public and private rail-
ways in the revocation of refreshment roomt
licenses, and the alteration suggested by the
Attorney-General would, therefore, in his
opinion, be a mistake. He favored the sug-
gestion made by the hon. member for Nannine
that the general wanager of a private raLilway
should have the power of recommendation.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said he was fully persuaded that the
authority to cancel those licenses should be
given to the person responsible to the Govern-
meat for the management of the line.

MR, ILLINGWORTH siaid that it was not
desirable that the Colonial Treasurer should
grant the license, and that the general mana.-
ger of the private railway should cancel it.
He asked hon. members to suppose for in-
stance that the general manvager was a
relative of the brewer or the Wine and
Spirit merchant who supplied the liquor, and
that he was temporarily interested in the busi-
nesses mentioned. In Such a case it was not
at all likely that he would cancel the license.
And then, supposing there were dozens of
complaints from the general public with re-
gard to the management of any refreshment
room, the Colonial Treasurer would not, if the
Attorney-Generdrls amendment were carried,
have the pow-er to cancel the license he had
gqranted, end as a matter of fact the license

would be perpetual, except at the will of the
genet-al manager of that particular company.

Mu. LEA WE said the difficulty that he saw
in the amendment of the Attorney-General
was that there would be an immediate conflict
of authority if it were passed. Why should
the Government patrt with the power they
possessed to cancel those licenses? The
power to grant them should also include the
power to cancel them. UI he amendment of the
bon. mnember for Nannine would not divest the
general manager of :a private railway of any
authority, because nothing would be done
except on his recommendation.

Mn &UOOLEY said he could not support the
Hon. the Attorney-General in seeking to hold
a general manager responsible. He could not
see where the responsibility camne in, and
therefore, should support the power being
placed in the hands of the Colonial Trea-
Surer.

Mn. MARMION pointed out that according
to Clause 11 it was not the Colonial Treasu rer,
but the Corn missioner of Railways who granted
the license.

Mn. GEORGE rose to explain that, in umak-
ing his previous remtarks, he did not know that
it was the Colonial Treasurer who wats referred
to, but he thought it was the treasurer of a
private railway company.

Mn. .lAMEb suggested it would be mouch
better to have the license grapted I'y the
Colonial Treasurer, rather than by any general
Manager.

Amendment on amendment, by leave, with-
drawn.

Amendment put and passed.
Tim ATTIORNEY.-GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt) th en Moved his amendment &us f ollo ws:-
-T'o. insert af ter the word "commissioner," in
line 1, the words " in the case of a public
railway, and the general manager in the case
of a private railway."~

Amendment put sod passed.
Tits ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt) moved, as a further amendment, to in-
sert after the word "1and," in line 4, the words
"1thec CommEissioner or the Colonial Treasurer,"
and after the word -"issued," in the Same line,
to insert the words "by them respectively."

Further amendment put and passed.
THE AflORNEY-GEKERAL (Ron. S.

Burt) moved, as a farther amendment, to
strike out the word "section" aLt the end of
the clause, with a view of inserting the word
"Act " in lien thereof.
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Further amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.

NEW CLAUSES.

The ATT'ORNEY-GTENERAL (Hion. S.
Burt) moved the following new clauses be
added to the Bill -- Part II1.-Miscellaneous,
Amendment of Section 14 of 4 Viet., No. 9.-
13. The 14th section of the principal Act is
hereby amended by striking out the words "1in
which the population does not exceed fifty
persons," and substituting in lion thereof the
words in which the adult male population does
not, in the opinion of the Licensing Magis-
trates, exceed one hundred pesn. A mend-
ment of Section 20 of 57 Viet., No. 25-14. The
20th Section of the Act 57 Viet., No 25, is
hereby amended by striking out the words
".after the population of sunch tflwnsite ex-
ceeds one hundred persons," and substituting
in lieu thereof the words " after the adult
male population of such townsite, in the
opinion of the Licensing Magistrates, exceeds
on4§ hundred persons." Hie said that, under
the 14th Section of the principal Act, what
were called wayside licenses had been granted,
within a radius of ten miles of any towusite,
where the population did not exceed fifty per-
sons. That had been the law for years, b~ut
when popnilation grew to two hundred or three
persons in that neighborhood, the issue of
genera] publicans' licenses became a necessity.
For that the fee to be paid was £40, whereas
for a wayside license the fee was only £10.
Then, too, the wayside licensee claimed
to have their licenses reciewed every year,
which led to their continuance side by side
with licenses for which a fee of £40 was paid.
if the holder of at wayside license applied for
a fresh license, the Bench could refuse it,
because the population was no longer under
50, and the licensee would have to pay £40
instead of £910. That was remedied by Section
20 of 57 Vict., No. 25, which provided that no
one should have right to a renewal of a way-
side licence after that Act came into force
where the population exceeded 50. Then,
again, that was amended by making the num-
ber 100. but there --rose a difficulty as to what
constituted a. hundred persons, whether it
included women and children, so that it was
now proposed to insert the words "aLdult male
population " in the interpretation of the prin-
cipal Act, and. also 57 Vic., No. 25. There
were many of these wayside licenses in the
country that it would be a pity to disturb,

such as that at the 125-Mile on the Albany
road, and many others.

THrs CHAI'RMAN pointed out that the pro.
posed alterations were not in accordance with
the title of the Bill.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said he proposed to amend the title biy

the insertion of further words,
Tars C IA IRMANLI suggested that progress

should be reported, so that direct instructions
miight be given by the Rouse.

THE ATTORNEY - GENER.AL (Hon. S.
Burt) pointed out that the Bill they were
dealing with was for licensing refreshment
rooms, and those licenses could not be granted
except under the Act which was to be therein
incorporated.

THEs CHIAIRMAN said it was clear to his
mind that an instruction from the Hiouse was
necessary mn making so wide a departure from
the title o the Bill. The Cememfitteecould net
amend the tidle of the Bill.

Ma. JAMES wish ed, before progress was
reported, tu call the attention of the Attc rn y-
General to the question as to whether ainy
persun licensed under part two of the Bill was
subject to any penalties except as under the
license, because it seemed to hie that part one
and part two wore not the same thing. Section
11 provided for the salea of liqluor when a -train
was at the station, but if the licensee sold
liquor at any other time he could not be con-
victed. [Tars Anoarxv-GEERsaL: Yes, he
can be.J When the proper tine came, he
(Mr. James) intended to more that persons
holding thee licenses should be subject to
the ordinary conditions of a general license.

On the motion of the ATnon-s9RemCAL,
progress was reported and leave given to sit

again-

DUTIES ON ESTATES OF DECEASED
PERSONS BILL.

SEC2OND READ] NO. -ADJOURN-fl ossATa

Debate on the notion for second reading
resumed.

L4n. LEAXE: So far as this Bill is con-
cerned, T may say at once I approve of the
principle, and in tend to support the Attorney-
General in passing it through the House.
There is nothing in its clauses Chat calls for
any particular comment. 'There may be
some alteration required when we get into
committee. I particularly refer to schedule 2,
which seemis to bie the Principal part of the

Refreshment B40nis Bitt. [13 AuausT, 1895.]



568 Licensed Surveyors Bill. [SEML.GodidsR.

Bill. I appeal to the Government not to im-
pose these duties upon small sums of money,
but to put the limit as high as they can, say
up to £.3,000 or £4,000. An estate of £230,000
could, of coure, afford to pay the duties better
than an estate of £2,000 or £83,000. Unfortu-
nately thore ar not many rich people amongst
us, and it wouild be a pity to tax the smell
ones. The amount is very smtall, and would
scarcely he worth the trouble of collecting, so
I ask the Attorney-General to consider the
question of raising the limit tinder the second
schedule. Zn all other respects I shall support
the Bill. I am very glad that the Government
has at last seen fit to bring forward this Bill.
It is one I have long advocated. I advocated
it at the last election, and I shall be glad to
see it become law.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

LICENSED SURVEYORS'BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMIENT-
IN COM1MITTEE.

The message from the Legislative Council
was read as follows:

MR. SrPEAE,
The Legislative Council acquaints the Legis-

lative Asembly that it has agreed to a Bill
intituled '- An Act to regulate the Licensing
of Land Surveyors," subject to the amendment
contained in the schedule annexed;, in which
amendment the Legislative Council desires the
concurrence of the Legislative Assembly.

GEO. SHENTON,

President,

Legislative Council Chamber,

Perth, 8th August, 1805.

Schedule showing the Amendment mnade by the
Legislative Council in. " The Licensed

Surveyors' Bill"

On page 6. Clause 15, Sub-Clause 2, line 2.-
Strike out all the words after 11conmmit" and
iusert " but the employer of such Surveyor
shall ha liable, at the suit of the Surveyor, to
reimburse 'Urn if the act occasioning such
damage wessanctioned by such employer,'
in lieu thereof.

Taa COMbUSSIONER OF GROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R, Richardson) moved that
the amendment be agreed to.

Question putand passed.

Resolution reported to the House.
Report adopted.
Ordered, that the resolution be transmitted

by message to the Legislative Council,

MARRIED WOMIEN'S PRtOPERTY BILL.

Tffz AJTORNOY -GENERAL (Hon. S
Burt): This Bill has come down from the
Legislative Council, where it has been passed.
It is in no sense a Government measure, but
ait the request of the mover, I have udertaken
to move the Bill in its earlier stages. It is
aipied from an English Act, lately passed,
and is brought up to date, on the samne footing
as in England. I do not think the second
reading need be delayed. I sh all have another
opportunity of speakinug on it in Committee. I
wuove the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bfi read a second time.

GOLDFIELDS BILL.

SECOND RtAD1NG.-Al3OURNTED DZHATE.

Mn. ILLlINGWORTH - Mr. Speaker, I think
I have just cause to complain of the position
I have been placed in to-night by the hon.
mnember for Yilgarn; but I am not going to
complain. At the same time, it is strange to
me that the hon. member, after moving the
adjournment of the debate, and considering
that he is the senior representative of the
goldflelds. should not have opened the debate
this afternoon, and have fully dealt with the
great questions embodied in this Bill. I may
say, Mr. Speaker, at the outset, that I am
very pleased at the action of the Govern-
ment in responding so heartily to the.
earnest requests hon. members representing
the goldfields have repeatedly made for
very necessary alterations in the Mining Act
of this colony. I well remember that when I
fixst urged the matter before this House I. was
told by the Premier that the Act was a very
good one--that it was good because it was,
practically, the Queensland Act. Later on,
'when the press and others who were interested
in the welfare of the mining industry urged
the same thing as I did, we obtained the ad-
mission that it might want some alteration. I
am pleased to see that further consideration
has induced the Government to place beore
this Hlouse what is, in most respects, an e xcel-
lent amendment of the existing Act. Another
thing 1 would like to say, too, is that in such a
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country as this, whene the scenes on the gold-
fields are changing every day, and the circumt-
stances around us grow different, amendments
of Acts dealing with the gold-mining industry
will require to be frequent. They will really
have to be made just as circumstances call for
them. Jihat I regret is that it does not contain
any provision for dealing with the early his-
tory of the goldfields by means of local boards.
This is e matter hon. members will recollect
was urged by me last session; and when I did
urge the desirability of having local boards, I
did so because of certain experience, and be-
cause I know they had worked well in the
colony of Victoria. I was mnet at the time,
and I have no doubt I shal.1 again be met,
with the statement that those boards are not
working well in Victoria. That is perfectly
true, and for the reason that the circuni-
stances have altered. Mining in Victoria, is
not to-&q. what it -was when these boards
were instituted; but when they were first in-
stituted it is beyond doubt, that they worked
weUl. They certainly worked well for
fif teen or tweuty years, and they
would work just as well in the
earlier life of the goldfields in this colony.
The history of this colony is going to be the
same as that of other colonies. We must
remember that we are making rapid progress,
and that there are a great number or maining
companies being established hero. We will
have a repetition here of the way in which
these ccimpanies become powerful, and it was
because of this that the boards in Victoria lost
some of their usefulness. Still, the experience
It have gained teaches me that manch good
could. be done by following this system for
the present in regard to our goldields here.
As I have said before, there are certain to be
important changes, and these changes will
necessitate repeated alterations in our mining
laws. At present I believe I am right in say-
ing that the mining community are exceed-
ingly gratified at the manner in which the
Government have endeavored to meet their
wishes. The action the Government have
taken in reducing the price of miners' rights is
one which, I am certain, every miner will be
graiteful for. Personally. I think this reduc-
tion was a very fa~ir thing to do. There is a
good deal in this Bill with regard to the con-
ditions under which work can be suspended
on mines, and there is good reason why pro-
tectLion should be granted in. many Cases, sO
long a,,, it does not injuriously affect the in-

terests of the working miner. The question
of amalgamation of leases is one of the most
important ones in thle Bill, and, having looked
carefully through it, I certainly thinki there
will be roomj for improvement in Committee.
I am thoroughly in accord with the principlo,
so long as it cannot be abused. For instan co,
anything like evasion should be rendered fin-
possible. It appears to me that, as the Bill
stands at present, at person might take up six
acres along the l ine of reef-in fact four per-
sons could take up six acre blocks instead of
joining in one lease of 24 acres. By taking-
the smaller blocks up separately they would
succeed in very largely increasing the length
of ground they would other wise be capable of
taking up along the line of reef, If this kind
of lease is allownd it does appear to me very
possible that speculators way get ground
taken up in this manner for the sole object of
securing the increased distance along the line
of reef.

Tam Arronarr-GwNEIAt: That is provided
for.

MBs. ILLIWGWORTH: Then I have over-
looked what the provision masy be. If it is
provided for, then, of course, the obj ect of the
Government is a sound one. It is very pos-
sgible that in miany instances there should be
some provision made for the amalgamation of
less. There arcecases where the sinking to
a certain depth to roach the underlay hakd
shown that the shaft will have to be carried
far deeper. I have a cuse in may mind now-
that of the Day Dawn in my own district, LIn
that mine tbey are sinking; a shaft to catch
the underlay, and they do net expect to reach
it until they arc at least floot. fromu
the surface. They have fixed the line of reef
and the underlay, and, as I have said, have to
sink to a great depth to pick it up. This is
the class of work we want on our fields, and if
we can prove that some of these reefs3 are to
be taken up at great depths, we at once
establish a principle which must be of immense
vaue. I sincerely hope, therefore, that every
facility will be given for amnalgamnation of
leases where it may be legitimate, and where
the proper development of these leases
demands that work should be concentrated
upon one, and that the machinery should be
concentrated in the same manner, If you do
not permit amalgamation under proper re-
strictions, and compel every company to go on
working each separatie leuse, it will not only
he at great expense. but the effect will be
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most disadvantageous to the industry. In
my opinion all smen working on a
claim should be counted. I know of
an instance where a Warden has declared that
every muau included in a count of am working
on a* lease, should be an actual miner. A man
who goes away into the bush to cut timber for
the claim would not be counted by this War-
den ; neither would the blacksmith bie includ-
ed an among those working on the mine.
Every man should count if lie is on a claim, or
working for it. If a company is paying a num-
ber of men to carry on the work ait a claim,
the man on the brace should be counted
just as much as the man who is down
below at the face. As I said bofore,
everyone should he counted. What I wifl
call the "jumping clause" of this Bill ap-
pears to me to be difficult, and have many dis-
advantages. I am afraid, that the operation
of the clause, as; it is printed, will have the
very opposite effect to the one in.
tended, and it will do exactly when
the Attorney-General does not waut to
be done. I am afraid that if nothing more
stringent is brought in to the Bill, we shall
have many speculators who will run the risk
of incurring the penalty of the fine rathcr
than do any actual work on their leases.
These are some of the conditions we must
look at from other points of view than merely
that of the speculator. We must see that we
protect the laboring classes jusit as much.
The miners themselves are the people u-hose
interests we have to consider. They are
coming here fast and will soon be the mss of
the population. They are the men with whom
we have to deal-the men who work on these
claims for wages. Above all things, while we
must be fair, we must recollect that we must
protect the man from whiom we draw our
revenue, and that am is the working miner,
The time will come when the cuntry will get
out of these mines nothing but what it get..
out in the shape of labor, and we have to pro-
tect those who are the laborers. We will
have to see that while the companies are
treated with every reasonable liberality, they
are compelled to carry on work properly, and
not to block out large tracts of country in the
interests of foreign capitalists. I am afraid
that the jumping clause, as, it appears here, is
adverse to the well-being of the industry, and
will generally act in favor of the speculators.
Just now,.of course, the interests of the specu-
lators are considered paraamut, but, so far -n

this House is concerned, we must deal with

the question as it affects the men who are
mostly working for wages. While we recognise
that special facilitiest ought to be aifforded to
companies who will have to go down to
great depths, we must not for&'et the interests
of the workmen-the men who tire here and will
conme here to battle hard for their living, and
wvho may have to do the sinking at great
depths. We must be very careful, indeed, to
see that the operation of this clause is not
capable of permitting any man to bold terri-
tory without working it, and, at the sme
time, preventing men either getting wages
from the company or Liking what is to be got
by themselves. If companies are permitted
to work under this jaimping- clause, let us see
that all the conditions as to labor are properly
carried ont. I will have something to say on
this point when the Bill is in Committee. The
clause providing for a lien for unpaid wages to
lariners will be a provision every miner will be
grateful for. This matter has been in a mjost
unsatisfactory state on the goldfields, and the
present clause is one I recoive with very great
pleasuire. I am, glad to see in this Bill another
thing to he commended, and I ask the House
to support it, and that is the right of appeal
from the Mining Courts. I must commond
the Attornoy-tfcnertl for the wisdom he hats
shown in sailing between two very difficult
and dangerous points. T[he Attorney-General
has certainly taken a course which I commend
him for. I may mention to the House that
there have been several amendments and
suggestions sent dowin to me. With some of
these I agree-with others I disagree; but I
think it will be far more satisfactory if we
leave the consideration of these proposals
until iwe have the Bill in Commnittep. This Bill
is one which I personally welcome as being
a step ins the right direction. I may say
further, that if I know anything about the
feeling in the goldfiolds districts, the people
on those districts will regard the Bill as
equally welcome. It is not perfect, and I would
imrpress upon the House the fact that it can-
not possibly be final legislation on this ques-
tion. I hope the Government will lie prepared
from time to time to make additions to the
maining legislation of the colony, in order to
always give the necessary amount of en-
couragement, to this great industry which is
doingso much for this country. I would like
to see the regulations that are to be drawn up
under this Hi] made as elastic as possible.
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Districts differ very much-some atf them
materially-and circumstances are often
widely different, so that I hope the Gov-
erment, in framing the regulations, will
make them as elastic as possible, to meet
many dilficulties that wvill arise. It mnust.
always be recollected that in ),.Msing this Bill
we shall not have dlone with the question, but
that additional legislation will be necessary to
keep pace with the progress and requiremients
of the industry in future. I hope that the
Government will carefully consider whatever
amendments are submitted f rom the goldfields.
I thank them for the way in which they have
met whatever suggestions have been made,
and I shall do all I possibly can to assist the
Government in making the maeasure as nearly
perfect as possible to meet the present me-
quiremenits. Iagain say that the iaifs will
be grateful for' this Act, and will cordially
welcome it as a step in the right direction.

MB. MORAN: I am glad, Mr. Speaker, that
this Bill1 has now come before the Rouse for
its second reading, for, as far as I have per-
sonally been concerned, I have been very
anxious for the discussion to conic on, and for
the Bill to come into law. I Was prepared to
speak on the Bill some weeks ago , but wvas
urged to agree to the postponement of the
question to suit the convenience of the hon.
member for Naunlee. I must say, Sir, at the
very outset that I am somewhat surprised at
the tone of the hon. member's speech. T
certainly hoped to hear something from him
that would he more forcible, something far
stronger, and something better indicative of
the feeling on the goldfields. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that although he sits
on the Opposition benches, and I on the
opposite side of the House, that what-
ever I have to say on this question will be
something stronger than the tone adopted by
the hon. member for Nannine. When the
Ron. the Attorney-General was introducing
this Bill, he informed the Rouse thast it made
very few alterations in the existing law. We
now find that this is not so at all, bat that the
Bill proposes to make greater divergence in
legislation than has ever been soughIt I 'efore
in the mnining legislation of any country since
the history of Ballaral. 1he first question I
desire to allude to is that of alluvial minag.
With the alterations proposed by the Ujovern-
meat, I think I can say I am heartily in
accord. At the samte time I think I may
fairly take to myself some of the credit for

secviring for the alluvial miners the power
to do work they were never permitted to
do before. I have fought for the
rights of the alluvial digger ever since I
entered this House, and it was not so long ago
since the Attorney-General uharg'id me with
being responsible for a demonstration at White
Feather which almnost amounted to an insur-
rection. I only organised au expedition to
stand up for rights which it is now prorosed
should be given to them by this Bill. We are
now only going to do justice to the men to
whom is really due the credit of openiing, up
the fields, and of going further off to discover
new ones. A litile confasion hiabeen caused,
I notice, in connection with the definition of
what the alluvial miner is entitled to. Part
of Section 4 gives the definition of " alluvial "
to be:--" Any loose sail, earth, or other sub-
"stance containing, or supposed to contain,
"gold not being a seam. lode or quaytz vein."

This is distinct, and deals with a question
that was very mjuch agitating the goldields
last session. That question was the one of
dealing with cement deposits, and it has
arisen in connection -with the 26-Mile.
This definition of alluvial sets at rest
any doubt, anti confirms the right of the
miner to this class of stuff. Now, Il us look
at the definition of " claim." Another portion
of the same section defines that as follows-

Claim-The portion of Crown land which
"any person or nusabur of persons shall law.

"fully have taken possession of, and be en-
" titled to occupy, for the purpose. of mining
" therein for gold, or any number of such por-
"tions hl~aflly amalga mated by their owners,
"but shall not include any land cam-
"prised in any lease granted under
"this Act or any Act hereby repea'ed."

That also is distinct, hut, after carefully con-
sidering it, I wvant hon. members to turn to
Clause 35, and I will show how that requires
alteration, for the si rple reason that ninten-
tionally, and because it was probably hurriedly
drawn, it does not express the meaning the
Government proposes it should. 'Ile clause
as printed reads: " Pending sny application
" for a6 gold-mining lease under the provisions
"of this Act, it shall not he lawful to mafrk out
" A a claim or include within the boundaries
" of a claim, the land app i ed to lease or ainy
"'part thereof and no such mairting out shall
"confer any right or title to the said land and
"no person shali enter upon, occupy, or in any
"way interfere with such land daring the
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"currency of the application for lease, and
"until and unless the said application has
"been ref used and each, refusal published in
the Government Gazelle, subject, however, to

"the working of the said land in the manner
"and by the number of men as prescribed, and
"to other the regulations affecting the same."

That is very distinct as it appears there and
prohibits alluvial miners going on to ground
held under lease. No., when you turn back
to Clause 30 you will see that Clause 35 is a
distinct contradiction of it. I believe the
Government are anxious to do all they can for
thealluvial miner, butthese two clauses are most
incongruous. In fact they are the antithesis
of each other, and I hope the Attorney-Gene-
ral will make such alterations as will place the
alluvial miner in a better and proper
position.

MR. ILLANWORTH: We take it that is (he
desire of the Government at the present
time.

Mn. MORAN: I hope it is. We will prove
whether it is when we get the Bill in core-
nmittee. I will read ClauseSO0 to the House, and
hem. members ten then see for themselves
bow contradictory the two clauses are. Clause
30 read:-" Por a period of twelve calendar
"Imonths following the date of any application
"for lease, and such further period as the
" Warden may allow, and notwithstanding the
-"leasehbas in the meantime been granted, any
" miner may enter upon any land the subject
"of such application or lease which is net held
"under a miner's right, to within fifty feet of
"any reef situate thereon, for the purpose of
"searching for and obtaining alluvial gold,
P1rovided that the applicant or lessee may

"d 'ark out or otherwise delineate upon such
"land the line of mny reef or reefs situate
" thereon, and it shall be incumbent upon him
" so to do within forty-eight hours of his being
"1served with a notice in writing to that effect
",signed by a miner." I may inform the
House that the case of the miners at the 25-
Mile, of which a good deal has been heard,
has come before the Government, and the
Government have decided that every possible
faciity should be given to the alluvial digger,
and that he should have every power under
his miner's right. Ilam sure the desire of the
Government is to help the alluvial digger in
getting on to quartz leases as munch as
possible, so that shallow sinking can
be done by large numbers of men in-
stead of their being prohibited from going

on to the lease at all. This being so, I trust
whatever alteration is necessary between the
two clauses I have quoted, will bie made. I
have previously said there is a great deal of
agitation on the fields with regard to the dif-
ficulties in the way of the alluvial miner, and
the position of those at the 25-Mile, and thnt
this is so can. best be judged 1,y my reading an
extract from the Coolgardie Courier of A ogust
3rd. That paper states:-"1 A question has
"arisen-or rather has been precipitated-
" within the last ten days which is of the
" keenest importance, not only to those itnie-
"diately concerned, but to all classes en
"the field. An illustration of what we mean
"may be seen at the White Feather, which
"town was on the ev-e of a boom-indeed,
Kanownar was preparing to snuff out Kal-

"goorlie, and even rival Coolgardie-when a
"blight fell upon its aspirations. The allu-
vial diggers were stopped from working by

"that potent legal phrase. 'an injunction,' the
"place became comparatively deserted, pend-
"ing the slow processes of the law, only a few
"reefers remaining about, business buildings
"were left half erected, and trade shrank to

" meagre proportions. Everything seemed
",semi-paralysed. Trhe district, which had
"become a fashionable hunting ground for
"the agents of English capitalists, was
"shunned by these solid speculators, and like
"Titipoo, the Feather wast reduced from the
"rankerf an embryo city to tbe position of a

"'common mining village. Anyone who is the
"least little bit observant will see that this is
" not a very overdrawn comparison, while the
"importance of the matter itself cannaot be
"exaggerated. Things have practically been
"1at a standstill at Kanowna, for some months
"1past, owing to the cement workers having
"been restrained from winning gold out of
"their claims. But it is likely that owing to
"thedisoovery of another cement deposit, nine
"miles from the 26-Mile, the solution of the

"whole question will bemacclerated. . . .

"1We believe that it was to the advantage of
"1the whole community that a liberal reading
-"should be given to this word alluvial, and
" therefore we hope that no antiquated ideas
,,on the subject will be allowed to influence
"the decision, which will probably rule all
similar cases in future."
The Speaker left the chair at 6.30.
At 7-40 p.m. Mr. Morain called attention. to

the fact that a quorum was not present.
Tax SPEAKER: If the hen,. member draws
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attention to the fact that there is not a
quorum present, I shall have to adjourn the
House.

A quorum having been obtained,
Mn. MORAN continued. He said: Before

the adjournment I was reading a quotation.
showing that a general opinion on the gold-
fields is in favor of giving the alluvial digger
the most favorable consideration, without in
anyway infrineing on the rights of the
leaseholder; and I think the Government
have recognised that this is possible. Al] that
remains to be done now is to make plain the
conditions under which this can be done when
thefBill is in Committee. I have only a little
more to add to what I have said with re-
ference to the alluvial digger. Iprotested last
year against the provision prohibiting the
alluvia] digger from worhing uip to within
distance of 100 feet from the lineo a reef, and
[ potestuow that 50ftis too much altogether.
A nyone who knows the history of our goldfields
will agree with me that a very large portion
of the alluvial gold has been found within 60!t
of the reefs from which the gold has been shed,
and if this provision had been carried intoeffect
at the time when that very important centre-
Kalgoorlie-wia started, fully one third of the
alluvial gold obtained there would have been
lost to the alluvial digger.

MR. ILLINGwORTM : Tf it were not for
the following up of the alluvial, the reef would
not have been found.

MR. MORAN : That is perfectly true, for
all the 1 irge mining centres in the colony have
been discovered by the alluvial digger.

MR. FORREST : I dispute that altogether.
MR. MORAN: Simply because the bon.

member knows nothing about the matter. It
is well known that the work of the alluvial
men in the Coolgardie. Knlgoorlie, White
Feather, and the 90 -Mile districts, or in any
of the large centres, has led to the discoveryof
leaders on the cap of the reefs, and then
apital has been invested.

Ma. ]Poaunn: Perhaps they found the
Wealth of Nations.

Me. MORAN: I do not know whether they
did or not. I should like to see the distance,
within which the alluvial digger can work
alongside a reef, reduced, when the Bill is in
Committee, from 60f t. to 20! t. Alluvial gold
follows, in every instance, the line of reef, but
I do not think it is found, in payable quanti-
ties, W~t, away. I believe the leaseholders
of Coogardie will agree with mue in that, and

Iin an agitation 1 started in Coolgardie en the
subject, I had their support, and I know that
dozens of them have no opposition to the
alluvial digger going on their property and
getting the gold which he has a right to
obtain. It is an unwritten law in the other
colonies that the alluvial gold belongs to the
alluvial miner, and in advocating the reduc-
tion of the limit in which they can work to
witbin a reef, to 2Oft. in this colony, [ know
I shall voice the opinion of the majority of
the alluvial men. I now come to the portion
of the Bill dealing with the mode of applica-
tion for leases hold uinder the Crown. It is
proposed to make radical and startling
changes in the present law, changes which
have never been made in any other part of
Australia, and which are altogether at vari-
ance with the two golden rules of mining law,
drawn by it proinunt Queensland lawyer
-who is an authority on the SulbjectWhich
are: first, priority of right to a piece of
ground, which, when obtained, maybe worked
by the holder to his own advantage, provided
he fulfils all the Conditions ;and second, that
in justice to the colony, the holder is bound to
fulfil the labor conditions, in default of which
he shall forfeit his right to the ground to the
first man who applies for it. Now mark the
importance of the gigantic alteration to those
rules, proposed in this Bill. Clause 38. deal-
ing with the penalty for not working a laws,
says:-. ........ If the evidence
"taken shall disclose that the number Of Den
"employed on the said land or solely in con-
"nection therewith is not equal to the numb~er
"required as aforesaid by the regulations to
" lawfully occupy and mine upon it, the War-
"den may inflict a fine or penalty not
"'exceeding one hundred pounds, in lieu
"of recommending forfeiture . .....

Now that is a most radical change and one
that we should very carefully consider before
we carry it into effect. I admit the question
of forfeiture of land for non-fulfilment of the
labor conditions is a most difficult one to
deal with, and it has been found to be so all
over Australia and the United States of
America; hut here we propose to introduce
for the first time a provision inflicting penal-
ties for offences against the labor conditions
of .£100 for the first offence, and of not less
than £100 and not exceeding £200 for the
second breach, thus abolishing the old estab-
lished system of forfeiture in default of com-
plying with the conditions laid down. No
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minimum penalty is stated, but I do not coin-
plain so touch of that as I do of the dangerous
feature of this Clause which I shall refer to.
Hitherto when a man was foundl to be neglect-
ing the labor conditions tinder which he ob-
tained his lease, the person who, in order to
protect the colony, informed against him,
was, rewarded for his action by the ground
being leased tok him on application; bin if the
proposal of this clause be carri.!d out, there is
no hope of toward for the man who reports the
non-fulfilment of the labor conditions on any
particular lease; but, on the contrary, the evil
,ifshepherding will be encouraged. I would
favouer the proposal if it would prevent
some of the dishonest practices resorted to,
buttI think we shall have a condition of whole-
sake shepherding throughout the fields if we
pass this clause is it stands. We must intro-
duces a provision into the Bill by -which the
mn who reports the non-fulfilment of the
labor condlitions on a lease will get one half, if
not the whole of fine the imposed ; and further
I would like to see a minimum fine fixed, a
reward provided for the man who acts as a
Vigilance Committee, and the option given to
the man who is reported upon, of forfeiting
his lease instead of paying the fine. Wtkile
referti ug to a Vigilance Commnittee, Sir, I
see that it is the intention of the Govern-
nient to app,.int Mining [nspectors, a
step which I advocated whpn I first
entered the House. It will be their
duty, no doubt, to see that not only are the
mines being worked with due regard to the
safety of the employees, they will, as in the
ease of Land Inspectors, report as to whether
the labor conditions are being fulifilled or not,
while at the same tinke they should be em-
powered to insist that the leases should be pro-
perly worked. Further on in this Bill, moat
liberal terms are given to leaseholders in the
matter of exemptions, six out of 12 months
being allowed, and I do not think the time is
any too long to allow a man, whohbasbut little
money, to leave hiaclaien to seekfor capital and
to obtain machineiry. This being soaind ait,
is the intention of the Government to appoint
Mining, Inspectors, I hope instructions will be
given to them to see that during, the
remaining six months of the year, work is pro-
perly carried out on the claims. Now I cme
to another great condition of the Bill, that
which deals with the amalgamation of leases.
Clause 36 says:-" When it shall appear to
-the satisfaction of the Minister, after report

"from the Warden, that any two or more
"adjoining gold mining leases can by anial-
-' gamaition be more efficiently worked as one
" mine, the Minister may authorise such anal-
" gaination upon payment of a fee of twenty
"shillings for each laws so amalgamated:

Provided that the total area shall not exceed
twenty-fou aiems, and the proportion of

"length to breadth, shall be as prescribed, and
"the labor to be employed on in connec-
" tion with such amalgamated lenses shall be
"the sunm of the labor conditions in each
"separate lease. " I congratulate the

Government on the insertion of this
Clause, and shall heartily support it, as
it will provide efficient means for proving
legitimately, the richness and permanency
of newly formed centrs. Nothing is more
ridiculous than to have little potholes being
sunk in a ekase in order to try and find the
reef, and nothing is more undesirable than to
have every man waiting for his neighbor to
proveit. This clause, however, will do away
with that state of things, and will allow the
amalgamation of the leases of neighboring
mines, by means of which a&proper shaft of say
100 f t. in depth could be sunk in order to prove
the lode instead of four or five being sunk of
about 201%. each. The clause will inflict no
hardship whatever on the working miner who
will not be deprived of his means of living. I
now come to the provision for exemptions.
Clause 24, provides for the granting of exeamp-
tious to leaseholders uinder certain conditions,
just as Claus 39 provides -fr suspension of
work on claims. It says :-"The registered
"owner or a majority of the registered owners
"of any claim or other authorised holding who
"shall prove to the satisfaction of the Warden
"by evidence on oath in open court than any
"or the caomes for suspension of work in such
claim or authorised holding hereinafter in

"this section mentioned actually exists, may
"be granted by such Warden suspension of
"work therein for any period not exceeding

"six months in any one year. And thereupon
"such owner or owners shall register such sus-
"pension with the Mining Registrar, and shall
"hold ouch claim or holding without incurring
"in any respect thereto any penalty for the
"breach of any of the provisions of this Act or
"the regulations relating to the working of

"clairms during the k.ame period." Then
follows a statement of the causes which shaHl
justify a suspension of work on aclaim. Han.
members will, therefore, see that the bill pro-
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poes to deal very liberally with the leas-
holders altogether, insmuch as they are, in
addition to being allowed to suspend work'
granted exemption fur six months of the year,
thus giving them an opportunity to seek for
furthercapitalisand to obtain mining machinery.
I would, however, prefer to have a provision
made by which the Warden may be empower-
edl to call for evidence from, leaseholders to
prove that they were in a position to get
capital. This will do away with the objections
raised by those persons who say that the
labor conditions are too stringent. These are,
the masin principles of the Hill by which the
Goldtn1inig Regulations are altered. They
cover inmportantand radical changes, which aire
to a certain extent, warranted, by reason of the
rapid development of the industry in the
colony, and it is our privilege to depart from
precedents when we have good reasons for
doing so. I know the Governmeut have been
guided li3 wise counsellors in proposing such
alterations, and no doubt they will be sup-
ported by the House. Another new departure
is the provision for an appeal from the
Warden's decision, which question has been
the bete flair of many People ; but the pro-
vision is act forth in such a manner that it will
require all the forensic ability of the legal
members of the House to make it understood
what is the difference between a decision that
may to appealed from, and one that cannot
be. It is a travesty on British justice that
actions bearing on claims to the value of tens of
thousands of pounds, should be adjudicated
upon by the Warden, against whose decision
no appeal can. be made to the Supreme Court.
At the sme time, the Bill, it appears to we,
whilst giving the right of appeal unader certain
conditionis, withholds that right under other
circumstances. When the then leader of the
Opposition, last ression, proposed to bring
forward a measure providing for the right of
appeal, on payment 6f a deposit of 1100o, I
.opposed the idea, because I considered it
would be as dead sea fruit to the ordinary
working miner, who could not find the deposit
in addition to the cstst and I think now that
the right of appeal to the Supreme Court
should, in the interests of British juzstice ad
fair p!ay, be given to the miner, and without
any such condition. There is no doubt in my
mind-and I think I have referred to the
matter before-that the time has arrive[I
when the large goldfield centres should be
visited boy a Judge of I he Supreme Court, as

the expense of having to come to Perth to
appeal will be very great. This will be all the
easier ot accomplishment when the railways to
Coolgardie and Cue are constructed, and I
would remind hon. members that the judges
of New South Wales and Queensland had to
travel on circuit in large centrest before
railways were constructed to them. In
this colony the salatries of the judges
could be increased, and they could be allowed
travelling expenses to do their circuit
duty. I think it is also time that
a special mining judge should be ap-
pointed, and I would not be at all
surprised if some such ktep were takeennext
session. Ilam not now talking with Minister.
ial authority; but I must say that whenever a
sensible suggestion is thrown out, the Govern-
ment take it up with alacrity. Now I come
to the question of the granting of miners'
rights to African or Asiatic aliens claiming to
lie British subjects, referred to in Clause 12,
which is a very objections] feature of the Bill.
After making provision for the granting of
miners' rights and business licenses it goes on
to say ;-" Provided always that no miner's
right, consolidated mnine 's right, or business
license shall be issued to any Asiat ic or Afri-
can claiming to be a British subject without
the authority of the Minister first had and
ob~tained" I object strongly to that, and I
believe the whole of the goldfields will also.
A. suspicion once existed on the goldfields
thit certain black gentlemen at Coolgardie
were the agents of Alex. Forrest and Co., who
were supposed to get hold of these business
licenses. I state this for what it is worth. i
do not say whether the suspicion was well
founded, butlIant inclined to believe that there
was not so much foundation for the suspicion,
as it was thought existed. It is only raising
&. bogie to say that the British People will be
offended if we refuse to allow a colored peo-
ple, horn unader the British flag, to come into
the colony, and, aes their advent into
the country is objectionable to the
white population of the goldfields, I think this
provisionshould he discarded. Itehould not be
in the power of any Minister to grant lice..es
to these people, and I do not think the present
Minister of Mines would do so. I have the
greatest confidence in that gentleman. He is
a whitermn ; but then a future Minister
might do so and thus give these aliens author-
ity to compete with white storekeepers of all
kinds. 'I have now touched on all the main
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provisions of the Bill. I have not the slightest
doubt, that when it is considered in Committee,
some of the clauses will be arnrnded in the
direction I have indicated. My intentions are
purely honorable, and are put forward in
furtherance of may desire to do justice to both
the leaseholder and the alluvial man. The Bill
will do much that is required, but at the same
time if we pass it in its present form, we shall
encourage the evil of shepherding with regard
to forfeitures, remove that incentive to detect
default of the fulfilment of the labor condi-
tions uder which a lease is granted, and rob
the man who reports such default of his just
reward. If we amend the Bill in such a way
a" to avoid those dangers, our goldfields will
flourish. If we fail to do so, measy good m~in-
ing centres will be lost to the country and
in many eases those already in existence
will return to the wilderness state, in
which. they previously existed. I thank
hon. members for the patient hearing they
have given mec and I hope the Bill will have
every consideration, because, it is the most
important measure of the session and as such
should be fairly criticised and judiciously
amended. I thank the Government for bring-
ing it forward andallso for introducing another
necessary measure dealing with mining, thus
showing that they arc not adverse to looking
after the interests of the poorest man on the
field as well as; the capitalist.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
it is not to be expected that a Bill such as, this
-a Bill consolidating the laws of mining-

sh.uld meet with the unanimous support of
hon. members in its entirety. When it is
being considered fin Committee we shall of
course, he able to discuss each clause, and that
will be tbetinmeto suggest any amendment or
discuss any alteration that may be deemed
necessary. I think it was the hon. member
for Nannine who stated that in speaking en
this subject last year, I said that the law
as it existed then was a very good one and did
not require very much alteration , that it was
the law of Queensland and that if it was good
enough for that great country it was good
enough for this. [amn still of that opinion too,
large extent. If hon. members carefullyperuse
the Bill, they will find that although there
areagood many alterations proposed in the law
which it will, perhaps, be impossible to carry
out, still the body of the measure is the law
that has existed in this colony and which now
exists in Queensland. I think it was fortunate

for the colony, that such a good law existed,
otherwise the goldields would never have
been managed as well as they have been. Of
course special circumastancess arising, necessit-
ate an alteration in the law, and it is not to be
wondered at, that as the colony progresses and
the gold-mining industry increases so much,
alterations are found necessary, and it was
with that object that the Government intro-
duced this Fill consolidating the law in regard
to the gold mining and making some after-
ations-itiportant as they are in some respects
-to meet the generally expressed opinion up-
on the goldfields and of those cognisant of the
question. ft contains one smiall matter-
scarcely worthy of mention although it is of
some importance to the goidminer-and that
is the reduction of the fee for a miner's right.
Thc Government were very glad indeed to
agree with the generally expressed opinion
that the price should be reduced.

Ma. R. F. $ROLL: Quito unnecessary.
THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir .7. F'orrest): [Ido

not think the colony will lose much by it,
and more miners' rights will be taken out.
I ame glad that the proposal to allow
entry by the alluvial diggers upon leases
that have been applied for over twelve
months, has net with general approval and it
is a wise provision to mnake, because in a
ease where a leaseholder has secured a lot of
land which he does not require, it allows the
alluvial digger to win the alluvial gold fromn it.
It will entail no hardship upon anyone, hut
will on the contrary, abolish the inconvenient
custom hitherto in force of allowing the allu-
vial digger to enter on a lease and take away
the alluvial, the lease not being issued until
the Warden has; been sataified that all the allu-
vial gold has been removed. Leaseholders,
when they apply for land, want to secure a
title, and the sooner they get it the better it
will be for them and the colony a well. At
the same time the alluvial miner wants to get
on to the land to remove the alluvial, and if
provision can he made to give the leaseholder
a title and allow the alluvial man to enter on
the land at the same time, the wishes of both
parties will be met and much good will result
therefrom. The Bill proposes, however, that
the alluvial digger shall enter on a lease that
has been applied for I r over twelve months,
and it is within the power of the Warden to
extend that time, and the provision is. I think,
a right one- The amalgamation of faess
pr-ovision, allows for leases, not exceeding
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total areat of 246 acres, to be anialgamneted,
in order to prevent the very troublesome and
unsafe proceeding of cancelling small leases
for the purpose of larger areas being ranted.
To give up the title of a lease, with a view to
getting the title of a larger area, is not a good
way of dealing with a. lease. Rlon. members
will notice that provision is made that the
proportion of the length to the breadth of an
area applied for, is not to be exceeded in the
application fora new lease. I think Clause 38,
dealing with the forfeiture of leases, is a very
important one, and the hon, memberfor Yilgarn,
in speaking on it, dealt with it in avery lucid
and fair manner. No doubt the clause will
require most careful consideration, in order
that a conclusion nitty be arrived at that will
ho advantageous and satisfactory to everyone.
We have to remember that if a juniper of a
claim gains nothing hy his action, that will
he no jumping, and that, as a consequence,
violations of the labor conditions will be
general. Now this particular clause has been
recommended by those who think they are
conversant with the feeling on the question on
the goldfields ; but I think that, in order to
secure the proper working of the goldfields,
every man who takes up a lease shoudd under-
stand most clearly and definitely that he is
to comply with the laboir conditions, and I am
afraid-although perhasps I1 should not
say so--that the proposal to inflict fines
for the non-fulfilment of those conditions
might lead to the leases not being worked as
thqy are at present. If a man has a lease that
is worth having, he will no doubt comply with
the labor conditions, If, however, he is fined,
he will not miss the amount, because .S100 is
nothing compared to the right to win gold
from his claim. As to the inspection of leases,
suggested by the hon. member for Yilgarn, I
think it is out of the question.

Ma. MtORAN : You will have to adopt the
suggestion.

Asq HON. Mszx : You have already pro-
vided for Mining inspectors.

'I ns P RElMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The inspection proposed by the Govern-
ment in another Bill, is in regard to the
safety of men working in a mine, but the
present system of inspection of leases is
such that every man is enabled to see
that the labor conditions are carried out.
A man does not generally lose his lease unless
there is a good reason, because not only has the
Warden to recommend that the lease be for-

feitedl, bunt it has aiso to hto approved by the
Governor-in-Council. I think that is a matter
upon which we may have differences of opinion,
and it may fairly be discussed, so as to arrive
at what is best to be done. Clause 41 pro-
vides that the Governor's decisions shall be
notified in the Govern cnunt Gaetic. That will
fill up the Gazette somewhat. Still, if it can
be done, it will be satisfactory to the mining
community, who will knew what is going on.
Tlhe question qf lien for wages hits already
been referred to, as also have the clanses. refer-
ing to appeals. There is one very important
point in the Bill. I do not know whether the
Attorney-General. referred to it or not. I refer
to Clause 90J, whereby we intend to do what is
very necessary to be done, namely, we intend
to vat ate the regulations, so that
they can never be questioned after having
been placed upon the table of this Honso for
so many days. That is a good clause, and
will do away with the necessity for any wore
decisions in the Supreme Court. Tlhe clause
will ptace the matter beyond dispute. With
regard to the clause referred to by the hon.
member for Yitgarn,-the latter part of
Clause 12-which refers to the non-issue of
miners' or other rights to A siatics or Africans,
I think the clause will prevent alt such from
obtaining miners' rights at all.

AIR. MORAN: Hakeit more stringent, make
it absolute.

THE PREMIER (Hfon. Sir J. Forrest) : An
alien might present himself at the War-
den's office, representing himself to be a
]British subject, and -produce his certificate
and prove beyond a doubt, to the Wardan's
satisfaction, that he was what he represented
himself to be, and the Warden might
find himself in a difficulty. I do not
know, though I speak in the presence of
lawyers, but that an application might be made
in court for the issue of a license to him; and
if it were net for such a proviso as this,
making it necessary for the Minister's
sanction to be obtained, he might succeed.
So that I think the bon. member, instead of
finding fault with the clause, should welcome
it, as putting more difficulties in the way of
an Asiatic, even if he is a British subject,
obtaining a ininer's right. I think the Gov-
ernmwent o ught to feel gratified at the recep-
tion of this Bill, especially by the hen- members
for the goldfields, posted up as they are in
the wishes end opinions of their constituentLs.
it is a very important Bill, and one in which
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We All t;L.C a-very deep interest, and I do think
there is every reason for the Government, and
especially the Hon. the Attorney-General, to
be gratified at the reception that has been
given to the Bill.

MR, LEAKE: There is no doubt but this
Bill must pass its second reading, and if any
discussion does arise it will be with regard to
one or two minor particulars when we get into
Committee. There are one or two imuportant
matters referred to in the Bill which did not
find a place in the old Ooldfields Act of 1886.
or in ainy of its amendments. I refer especially
to the amalgamatlee of leases, to the question
of special leases, and the right of appeal. f t
was not un tilt late in the l ast session of Parl ia-
ment that we obtained tho right for any alluvial
miner to enter upon any leasehold land. In
considering this Bill, it seems to me that one
most important question that we shall have to
discuss will be the right of a holder of a
miner's right to enter upon leasehold land.
Sections 30 and 86 are those that refer to the
matter, as was pointed out by the hon. mem-
ber for Yilgara. Those clauses certainly
appear to me to clash. The reason is that
Clause 36 was in the original draft, but Clause
30 was not. Clause 30 was pnt in after the
Bill came into the hands of the Attorney-
General, and he had to revise it. 'I nam sure he
will agree with me that there is a clashing of
enactment in those two cluses. Clanse 30
gives the right to enter upon a lease for the
purpose of alluvial, whereas Clause 35 pro-
tects the urea for which an application for
lease has been made. That, however, is a
matter ot detail that can be settled in Corn.
mittee. It steems to me, as far as I can under-
stand the practice on the goldfields under the
law as it now exists, that we should do away
with considerable difficulty if we determined
that no lease should be ranted in any new
locality until after a limited time, say six
months or so. I know this qiuestion has been
before the Executive Council.

Tuz PuEsnmn (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest) : How
do you know that ?

MaL LE&-KE: I know a good deal more than
you give me credit for. I am perfectly certain
the Government will approach this question
with open minds, and if, in Committee, we can
bring fairly sound arguments to support that
contention, they will chage their minds and
adopt the proposal One of the greatest
difficulties that has arisen in the administration
of the Goldfields Act and Regulations bas

arisen from this. There have always been
two classes of holdings. One the holding
under a miners' right known as a
claim, and the other has been leasehold.
Generally speaking, a claimt is taken up
upon alluvial ground, and a lease upon a reef.
Instead of encouraging the miner, that is the
holder of a miner's right, to go out and peg
out his quantum of ground according to the
regulations, an d by virtue of his miner's right
it seems the authorities have encouraged
indiscriminate application for leases, although
the regulations provide for miners' claims
upon a reef. I do not think there is a single
boa;. member here who has ever heard or
known of a miner taking up a quartz claim.

SEVERAL HO1N. Ms11rssu Yes, yes.
MR. LEAKE :Well, they have been very

few, if it has been done at all. Directly there
is a rush, and as soon as any reef is found
there is a rush, but not of men holding miners'
rights, and who desire to peg out 60ft or
lO0ft., as the case 'nay be. 1 he rush generally,
is not by men of that class, who go with
the intention of taking up a claim under a
miner's righ t, but by people who go to peg out
25 acres.

Tn PanisaiE (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest): Not
all of them.

M&la LEAKE : Yes, you will find the whole
country has been pegged out for miles round
by the leaseholder, and they have been able to
preclude the small man, the holder of a miner's
right, from going on the ground at all. There
was a clause in the old Act which -protected
the ground which was applied for as a lease,
from trespass by anyone.. That was the
trouble, and if we are to encourage the holder
of the miner's right, it certainly will be done
by Clause 30 of this Bill. We can help to give
him encouragement by refusing any applica-
tion for a lease until si x months have elapsed,
after the discovery of aL valuable reef. I do
not go so far as to say I would preclude the
original vendor from taking up his 25 acres,
but I would prevent the country from being
pegged out for miles round by leasebolders. It
is well-known that syndicates have pegged
out miles% and miles of reef, from which dolly-
ing stone might have been taken, and which
might have been taken a hundred feet at a
time, by men holding miners' rights. The
only objection that I see to allowing the allu-
vial holder upon the propert3 of the lease-
holder, is this, when unce you have granted a
lease it implies al solute tenure, and for a:in
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alluvial wan to come upon the ground at all
he is trespassing upon the leaseholder's rights.
I do not know whether it, will work. It is a
difficult question, and one which we should
approach, not with an idea of harrassing the
Government, but rather of helping them to
arrive at a proper conclusion. I do assure the
Government it is my desire to assist them to
make this Bill not only a comprehensive, but
a workable, good measure, one that shall be
understood, not only by members of this
House, but by everybody on the goldfields. I
shall, indeed, be glad if, by this Act, or the
regulations which are hereafter to be made,
we disoourage th~i indiscriminate appli-
cation for large blocks of land, and
encourage the holders of miners' rights. If
a man has a claim under a mniner's right,
hc can bold the ground himself, and if he has
got a very valuable reef that he cannot hold
or work himself, then the large man will come
in and' take up the land as leasehold. The
Amalgamation of leases is also a new feature
in this Bill. I notice the provisions with re-
gard to this matter, but I1 hardly think they
will extend the advantages that are thought
will accrue, and for this reason: although the
Bill provides for an amalgamation of leases,
yet the total amnount must not exceed 24
acres, whereas, under the leasing section, yon
can take up) the whole 24 acres in one lease.
I do not think it much advantage.

Mia. MoRan: It is an advantage to claim.
holders.

Ma. LEAKS: I shall be glad if it is so. I
should think if we allowed the amalgamatiou
of three or four leases, say up to 60 or 100
acres, there -might he something in it. I only
threw that out as a suggestion, as I shalt er-
tainly refeor to it when discussing the clanse
in Committee. What we may call the jump-
ing section, No. 38, seems to have given rise to
a considerable Amount of discussion, and I
have no doubt but it vwill lead to still further
discussion. It has this advantage, however,
as it appears. to me at the first glance, it pro-
chides the possibility of friendly jumping. It
will make the friendly jumper a little bit more
careful. I should be disposed to suggest that
the authorities should not wait for a third
breach of the regulations, and the Warden
should not have the alternative either of
fining or of recommending the forfei-
ture of the land. rhos case in the first
instance might be so flagrant as to

warrant the extreme penalty of forfeiture. I

ask the Government to consider the point as
to whether there should net be an alternative,
without waiting for a third breach of regu.
lation. Of course, if it were open for the
Warden to recommend it in tiae first instance,
it would still remain for the Governor-in-
Council to st4y whether it should be enforced
or not. I should not like to see this Clause
(38) passed unless there be considerable dis-
cussion upon it, and I hope hon. members will
arrive at definite conclusions upon this point.
The hon. member for Yilgarn suggested, and I
think, with some force, that a portion of the
fine should go to the informer. This might be
provided in a by-law under the Statute. The
jumper, or the party giving notice to the
Warden that the labor conditions are not being
complied with, should have the right reserved
to him for seven days to apply for the ground,
either as a claim or a leasehold.

Ma. MoRAN: That is only After the third
breach.

MR. LEAKS: You get over that difficulty
if yen accept my suggestion of giving the
Warden the alternative. I also would suggest
that a portion of the fine should be paid over
to the informer. It will sharpen his wits, and
make the other gentleman more careful.
Special leases are provided for by Clause 27.
and I favor the principle there enunciated. I
must say the enactment of the clause is too
extensive. It is quite night there should be a
limit to the area granted. If there were not a
limit, circumstances might arise, or accidents
might happen, whereby some favored indi-
vidual might get half the c,.ntry side under
special lease. He might take up Lake.Lefroy,
for instance, and that would never do. You
might extend the area over 24 acres, but draw
a limit somewhere, say at 100 acres. If the
principle of that clause is affirmed, I shall ask*-
the Government to consider what li they
will place upon the area to be granted under a
special lease. It must be remembered that
this power is to be granted by the Minister
with the approval of the Governor-in-Council,
after a report by the Warden.

MR. 1MoRNk: It is a very dangerous pro-
vision.

MU. MAaXEoN - Why not have to get per-
mission of Parliament?

Ma. LSAKB: We need net go to that
extent if we limit the areiL. We find that
although the Minister, with the approval of
the Governor-in-Council, has to discharge
certain Acts, that these acts. have to be pre-
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eded by th~e recommendations of the Warden.
That is the almost invar-iable practice, and I
think it is not wrong to follow as closely as
possible the recommendations of the Warden.
ft is not always done, though I believe in a
majority of easies the Warden is supported. If
I were a Minmister, I should probably do my
utmost to support the recommendations of my
subordinate officers. When once a Warden is
appointed he should have the credit of being
efficient. I notice thern is no provision made
in the Bill for granting reward areas. These
are a third kind of holding, and are free from
the labor conditions. TIhere is nothing in the
Bill, and there wvai nothing in the old Act.

&R. Maiow:; But there wast in the
regulations.

Ma. Li;AKE: It is a question whether it
ought to be left to lbe provided for in the
regulations. The point has never been
decided, but it is well, I think, to make pro-
vision for that cliass of holding. But what I
consider the most important clauses of the
Bill are those that provide for appeal from the
decisions of the Warden. I do not go to the
same extent as the bon. member for Yilgarn,
and say it would be advisable to send the
Judges to the goldifields, because if you did
that, as die hon. member implies, there would
have to be an appeal de novio on the facts
from the decision of the Warden to
the Judges. I do not think the cir-
cnmstsnces of the goldields warrant that
departure, but it is desirable that legal
and technical points should be decided by a
competent and properly trained authority.
When we have provision made by taking- the
opinion of a single judge on a case stated, as
in Clause 55, or an appeal upon a point ot law,
as in Clause 76, I think we have ample protec-
tion. I would go so far as to say that there is
really no necessity for a case to be stated by
the Warden uinder Clo.se 55., That clausBe is
copied for an old Statute, [he right of ap-
peal is straight for the Warden's Court to the
Full Court, and there we have finality at once.
I would let that be the final court of appeal.
We do not want appeals to the Privy Council
or anywhere else. Let us stop at the Full
Court. Then we know we shall have jus-
tice speedily, and, I hope, satisfactorily
administered. When we find a majo-
rity of the Full Court agreed upon a
point of law it should satisfy everybody.
In dealing with the question of appeals I think
they should be only upon questions of law, I

wtould point out to lion. members that, on the
goldfields, you have as satisfact ry a tribunal
esa it is possible to have for arriving at a
proper conclusion as to the facts. It is open
to any suitor in the Warden'.. Court to conie
in and say, I am Dot satisfied that you should
decide the facts of the ease alone, and I there-
fore claim that an assessor shall be appointed.
Ihere you have a tribunal of three,
the opinion of the majority of whom should
prevail. A man in the position of Warden
needs to be experienced, practical, aud
qualified, not only to weigh evidence, hut to
take a common-sense view of things, and be
up to the particular methods of the suitors
before the court. If you have at competent
tribunal there to ascertain the facts, it should
he a sufficient basis for the Full Court upon
which to deterinn the law. You want
speedy and satisfactory decisions.

Ma. MeseaN: And just decisions.
MR, LEAXE: If you have a controlling

power over your Wardens you will find they
will do good work. There ii one matter
whilst upon this subject, that I would like to
refer to, and I hope in doing so it will not be
thought I want to reflect upon the Wardens.
Any hon. member who has lived in the col-
ony for any length of time cannot close his
eyes to the fact that somne of the Wardens
have not been qualified by pat experience to
administer the law. They are not qualified
to determine intricate and difficult questions,
such as would even puzzle my hon. friend
the Attorney-General himself. It is right,
therefore, that there should be some controll-
ing power. In my own experience there was
a ease where a decision wast given by a War-
den-honestly given, and after a fair trial-
but it was upset, and £40D,000 at the very
least, was diverted into another man's pocket,
from that into which it would have gone if the
Warden's decision had stood. That question I
may tellhbon. members had been before asingle
judge and the Pull Court. It is not to be
expected that the Wardens on our goldfiolds
can exercise all the functions of the Lord H1igh
Chancellor of Great Britain. ft is not
sufficient that a person who is called upon to
decide such important matters should have
been trained upon a sheep station. That isal
the training that some of them have had.
They aie, no doubt, honest and straight-
forward mcii. I believe they are, for I know
them all, and do not wish to say one word that
would hurt their feelings. Yet moine ol them
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have admitted to me they do not feel equal to
the work of the Lord Chancellor. They admit
they do not feel competent to deal with legal
and equitable questions, as the judges of the
Full Court. I think the Governuient have
adopted a wise course in the matter of
thesw appeals, and I think the Rouse should
thank: the Governmuent that they have
dealt with it in this manner, for we ca
now go straight from the Warden's Court to
the highest tribunal in the colony. Nothing
could he more satisfactory than that,
and nothing could give more speedy or
satisfactory decisions. I support this mea-
sure with the greatest possible plea-
sure, and Iassure the Government I shall not
criticise it with any feeling of hostility, but
shall assist the Attorney-General to arrive at
the best conclusions. I can only say moy
support will be most heartily given.

Mu. MARMION: I am sorry I have been
unable to afford the time necessary to look
into this Bill, in order to have gone into it in
detail as I would wish. Having some little
knowledge of the subject, by the experience I
gained during the years I was at the head of
the Mining Department of this colony. I
should have been pleased to have gone moen
deeply into this Bill than. I can now hops to
do. Probably, when in Committee, I may be
able to assist hon. members to arrive at satis-
factory conclusions. I shall be glad to join
the how. member who has just sat down,
together with other hon. members, in assist-
ing the Government to make the measure as
perfect as, possible. The actual differences
between this Bill and the old one are few.
Some, however, are more important than
others. The first difference of any impor-
tance is in Clause 9, having referenice to the
application of " The Mineral Lands Act of
189W" to the goldfields. The Wardens are now
to be constituted Mining Registrars of any
mineral lands that may be discovered in, or
upon their goldfields. Under the old Act we
had to adopt the principle of making them
Registrars through the medium of the
"Mineral Lands Act." That powver is now
imported into this Bill, which, I think, will
be a great advantage. There are other
details in Clause 9 having reference to
the discovery of minerals as well as
gold, and intended to enable the holders
of the mineral lands containing gold
to deal with the gold as well as; the other
minerals. In Clause 11 1 notice an alteration

has been wade with reference to the keeping
of records. It says " there shall be kept at the
"offie of Mining Registrar under this Act of
"each goldfield or district, a complete record
"of all leases, claims, transfers, liens, or other
"dealings or matters connected with any lands
situate within the goldfield or district, and

"all acts, matters, and things required by this
Act to be done, and all notices or other pro.

"cess required to be served at or issued out of
"the office of the Warden, in connection there-

"with, shall be sufficiently done, issued at, or
"served, if done, issued, or served at, or out

" of the office of such Registrar. There shall
" also be kept in the office of the Minister for
"Mines a record of all leases, and transfers
"thereof, and of any shares or interests there-

" in. and of all liens, charges, or other dealings
" and transactions relating thereto, respec-
"tlively." With reference to the latter part
of this Clause F may say the intention is very
good, and if it could be carried out the reults
would be excellent, but IJam very much afraid
it is not practicable. :t would be very diffi-
cult, indeed, to carry out, owing to the mining
centres being at such great distances from
Perth, where the Minister for Mines usually
resides. Much time would be lost before the
various records and transfers could reach him,
and the rec~ords could, eallyneverbeuptodate
because of the vast distances between Perth
and the places at which Mining is carried on.
With regard to the reduction of the price of
the miner's right, I consider it is a most
liberal act to reduce the amount from 20s. to
l0s. I certainly should not have recom-
mended it, nor should I have leen in fa~vor
of it. I do not think there has been any great
outcry for this reduction. The price at the pre-
sent time is not too high. It means simply
from fourpence-halfpenny to fivepence a
week for the right of prospecting over this
great country. Considering the advantages
given to the miner, and the trouble that the
Government is taking to preserve and protect
his interests, 1 do not consider 2Ns. too high a
price to pay. On the other hand, I willingly
allow that the colony is deriving considerablt
advantage fromn the presence of the miners.
The revenue is increasing, and the
colony is making very rapid strides;
but I do say this reduction has not
been asked for, to any extent, by the
miners themselves. There is one thing to
whbich I wish to call the attention of the
Attorney-General. In looking at Clause 12
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and then referring to Clause 18, having refer-
ence to business licenses, I notice somne pecu-
liarity which may possibly be explained. In
Clause 12 it says "-it shall be lawful for the
"Governor to appoint such persons as he may
"think fit to issue documents to be called
I'Miners' Rights,' which shall be in force for
one year from the date thereof, and shall be
granted to any person (not being an Asiatic
or African alien) applying for the same, upon

"payment of a sum of ten shillings. Every
" such document shall be datcd on the dlay and
"at the place of issue thereof, and contain the
" Christian name and surname of the person
'in whose favor the same shall be issued, and
"'shall be signed by the person issuing the
",same on behalf of the Minister, and shall
" not be transferable. Provided always that
" no miner's right, consolidated mines right,
"or business license shall be issued to any
-Asiatic or African claiming to be a British
"subject, without the authority of the Minis-
" ter first had and obtained.' I call attention
to the fact that the right cannot be granted
except by authority of the Minister. That is
&Ulvery well, so farmsitgoesbut Clausel18 ays:
"it shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint
"such persons as he may think fit to issue

" documents, each of which shall be called a
'Ibusiness license,""ad whichahall be granted

"to any person applying forthe same upon pay-
1ment, of the prescribed fee.' I presume it is

not intended to include anyone in that clause
who is excluded by the latter part of Clause
1.2, which precludes any Asiatic or African
from obtatiig a miner's right. 'Then coming
to Clause 24 on " suspension of work how ob-
tained," and reading with it Clause 39, which
has reference to the suspension of work on
leases, it seems to me the reasons ore some-
what restricted, under which the holders of a
lease may obtain exemption. T'here a other
causes, besides those mentioned in the Bill,
which should have effect in scuring exemp-
tions. Up to the present time the process for
securinga month's exemption has been a simple
one, because the Warden has felt himself justi-
fied in taking the responsibility of granting
it. With reference to a three or six months'
exemption, he has invariably referred it
to the Minister, but now he cannot
grant over the month's exemption. I draw
attention to the latter part of Clause
39, which says: "if any exemption longer
than a month be needed, the same may lie
;ranted by the Minister." It says nothing at

all baving reference to an application for a
longer period than six months. But what is a
more important matter, it gives the Minister
the option of granting six months' exemption
without any cause being assigned. I draw
attention also to the fact that in no case is
there mentioned any limitation of area for
any gold-mining lease.

THE PnmxrER (Ron. Sir. J. Forrest): Yes.
it is not to exceed 24 acres.

MR. MAiRMION: Yes, it is my mistake. I
looked in Part III. and could not find it, and so
thought it had been omitted. I now see it is
in Clause 29. 'The reason I was going to men-
tion it was that under the old law the maximumn
was 25 acres. With regard to'Clause 27, I
notice a most important principle introduced
which was not in the old Act. I know from
experience that very great efforts will be made
-they have b en made in the past I know,
because I have had to deal with them-to
obtain special leases under Clause 27. 1 know
that great pressure will be brought to bear
upon the head of the Department, in order to
obtain these special areas. I know perfectly
well the Minister will thank Parliament, if
Pareliament does not allow him to have the
power to recommend the Governor-in-Council
to grant these special areas. I think reference
should be mode to Parliament in any case
where application is made for a special gold.
mining lease, where probably hundreds of
thousands, if not millions, of pounds, may be
hanging upon the application. I think such
a question should not bes left either to the

Minister or the Ministry, for where the
Minister recommended the Ministry would
be almost sure to approve. In such a case it
would be a hardship to expect the Minister
to decide. I could give an instance, because
an application was made to me three or four
times over for Lake Austin. It is believed by
many people that there is a large alluvial
deposit there, and application was made to me
over and over again, but I constantly refused,
and I was backed up by the Ministry at the
time. I should have preferred in a cme of
that kind not to have had the power to recoin-
wend; and I do think such cases should be
brought before Parliament for decision. When
Clause 27 comes up for consideration I shall
have something to say about it, and I hope
hon, members will see it is not wise to give
the Minister that power, for which he will not
thank them, 'and which he would rather he left
without. With regard to Clause 30, and the
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right to extend the tone to twelve calendar
months, in order to allow the alluvial
mainer to enter upon any lease for the par-
pose of procuring alluvial gold, I do not
think there can be ninth objection to it. I do
not agree with the hon. member for YilgarD.
who suggested the distance should be lessened,
because I consider Lo0ft. on each side of the
reef to be near enough for the alluvial worker
to come to those who are working on the reef.-
If you a"ow haim to approach nearer than that
thene will be trouble between them, and pos-
sibly bloodshed would fellow. I consider Wift.
is a reasonable distance, and it should not bie
reduced. I think the clause having reference
to Amalgamation is a very fair one. It is pos-
sible it might be found desirable to increase
the area beyond 24 acres. There were many
applications made for amalgamation daring
the first three or four years that mining was
carried on upon the Murchison and the Yil-
gard Goldfields--more especially on thie Mar-
chison field, but they invariably met with
refusal, because in nearly all the cases they
desired to pick out a large area with
an enormous stretch along the linie of reef.
This was never contemplated by the regula-
tions. I see in this Bill itis only proposed to
allow Amalgamation of claimsa up to the
Amount of one lease, namely 24 acres. t
think it might possibly he increased either
to S6 or 48 Acres, but there should be a pro-
viso that it be of proportionate length and
breadth. For instance if you allowed an Area
of 36 acres, it should be equal to the length
of three 12 acre holdings.

MR. SniraoN: Why not allow them to go
along the underlay.

MR. MARIWION: The hon. member is per-
fectly aware that at the present time they
never consider the underlay. They generally
try to get as much upon the line of reef as
possible. I know a little upon this subject,
and I say that in the applie.atiens fur leass
the men are itent, upon taking up ground
as much upon the line of reef as possible. As
a general rule, when pegging out, they note on
which side the underlay lies, and take as much
land as they can on that side. I now come to
Clause 38, having reference to penalties for not
working the land that is leased, and it seenms
to me that certain points have been over-
looked. For instance there is no provision
made for a case in which a man may wish
to forfeit his lease, where he does not intend to
carry on, is here he has spent all the money he

thinks proper to spend, and where he wishes
to abandon it altogether. TL'ere is no pro-
vision made for a case of that kind.

Mat. L@Asts: That may be provided for in
the regulations.

Ma. A.RM ION: I think it should be ex-
plicitly Laid down in the Bill that any man
has the right to elect to forfeit. That is, when
brought before the Warden, he way elect .to
forfeit, or he may give notice to the Warden
or the Registrar, that he has abandoned his
lease, and thelease having been so abantdosed
becomes a forfeited lease, and is notified in
the Gazette. Ron. members will See that such
at course would save considerable time, and
enable it to be speedily known that a certain
lease was abandoned, and was open for far-
ther application. There is another thing that
I think ought to he made clear in reference to
Clause 38. There should be an interval
between the off ences. Some time m ust elppse
after a, ease is reported before it can be- dealt
with ; and, after it is dealt with, there wil be
a lapse oft tme Again before the man can go
on with his work. I think it should be laid down
in the law, and not be left for the regulations,
so that there shall be no misunderstanding,
that a seven days or ten days interval is
Allowed, so that a man shall net be hampered
by people pouncing down upon him the
very next day. nd bringing himi again
before the Warden unnecessarily. I1 quite
agree with the hon. member for Tilgarn
that it is necessary to give some in.
centive to people to inform, but it is not a
pleatsant dnty. You have taken away the
incentive that existed under the old law
namely, giving the forfeited lease to the man
who reported, if he claimed it. I suppose one
half the penalty should be given to the
informer. There is one other thing strikes
me. In the latter part of Clause 38 you deal
with forfeiture after a third offence, hut it
seems to me there is no necessity After a third
offence for sending the evidence down to the
Minister for a decision. Why net give to the
Warden the nuthority to deal with the case
after a third offence. It is only lost time and
labor sending the matter down to the Minister
for his recommendation, and the decision of
the Governor-in-CouniciL Of course I know
the lease has to be issued in the first instance
by the Govarhor, and can enly be void by the
will of the Governor. In that case the Gov.
ernnr could give his consent, and endorse the
action of the Warden so waking void the lease.

Goldfields Bill. [13 AUGUST, 1895.)
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I do not think there is any other very import-
ant feature in this Bilk, except the right of
appeal ; and, as to appeal, I am very pleased
that the Government have undertaken to
introduce this provision in the Bill. I feel
sure that the Wardens will be pleased. that
the Minister who has somcwhatthe controlling
influence in administering the Bill will be
pleased that this power of appeal is given, and
that a large number of the people on the
goldfields will he satisfied also; especially as
the appeal is to be only on points of law, and
not of fact. I agree with the lion. mnember for
Albany that, in dealing with questions of
fact, there is sufficient poser and sofficient
good sense on the fields to deal adequately
with such question,., where a man has the
right to call in his fellow men to sit with the
Warden and assess damages, or dexA with his
claim on his rights on the merits, and there
is no necessity, in cases of that sort, to appeal
to the Supreme Court. By the alteration of
the law wnade in Clause 38 for enabling the
Warden to impose a fine in first and second
instances rather than forfeit the lease for
breach of conditions, you will do away
with nine-tentha of the eases that would be
likely to come before the Supreme Court on
appeal, because the great difficulty hitherto
has been to deal with forfeiture cases. That
has been one of the main difficulties, in gold-
fields' administration, which had to be dealt
with by the Warden in the first instance, then
by the Government, and lastly by the Executive
Council; therefore every one will be pleased
to find that power has been given for appeal-_
ing to the Supreme Court from the Warden's
decision on questions of law. I have dealt
with the principal features in the Bill and
with the alteration which it will imake
in the present system. When the
measure gets into Committee U have
no doubt there will be much discussion on
the clauses; but there is no reason why the
Bill should take any great length of time to
settle questions of detail, the Bill being short
and simple. The intelligence of hon. memibers
will enable them to deal with it; and, when
the work is completed, we shall have framed
a measure that will be a crerdit to the Govern-
ment, and I feel sure will do justice to taose
who are developing our goldields, while also
doihig justice to the Governmnent which initia-
ted the measure, to the Parliament which will
umake it a perfect measure, aind to those peoplec
who art! inkvesting money in that industry

which is making this colony prosperous in
the present, and is sure to make it pros-
perous in the future.

Mut. SUMMJYON :I am sure the country will
welcome this Bill as one which is much re-
quired. It has been a long time in coming.
Session after session, during the last four or

five yearn, a Goldifields Bill has been talked
about, and the fact has been urged on the
attention of the Min istry tha t the conditions of
cur gold-mnining industry required a comn-
prehensive measure of administration ; and
at last we have got it. For my part,
I say that so far as I have studied the
Bill, and from my experience in connection
with the gold-mining industry of this country,
this is likely to be a very valuable measure.
It certainly is in touch with the desires, so
far as I know, of most of the claim holders and
of the leasehold ers; and it off ers no grave im-
pediment to the introduction and tho wide
investment of capital; while it opens every
avenue for the use and opportunity of the
poor but experienced miner. As the Premier
has remarked, there are no great novelties ieu
the Bill. I bad the honor to sit on a Select
Committee which made certain recoinmenda-
tions to the Government and the House, some
time ago; and although the Government did
not adoit all the suggestions made by that
Committee for amending the Golddields
Regulations, It am pleased to see that those
recommendations are largely embodied iii this
Bill. Of course a great deal in the adminis-
tration of the goldfields depends en the
Regulations, and in this Bill I observe some
marked alteratioiis. I am glad to welcom, a
reduction in thie price of at miner's right; but
I am sorry thaft the Bill, at the same timA,
does not redress th e greater grievance of the
extreme charges for fees. Ii really bielieve the
extreme charges for fees are a much graver
tax than the miner's right. I have known
many cases in which these high fees have
almost exhausted the means of poor men for
working their clsiins. I do hope that the
goldfields' members distinctively, aod other
members of this House interested in gold-
mining, will ask the Government to meet
thenm by making seie reduction in the
charges for fees. The great thing we have to
look at is that these high charges retard the
development of the industry. It has to be
borne in mind that the gold-mining industry
is a huge contributor now to the stamip duties.
.1 know of one property on the 51urchisoa
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which had to pass a cheque for £400 for staii'p
duty required on a transfer of property.
These and o;her euch charges weigh heavily
on our mhing industry. If we look at the
fees provided iD the schedules of thiis Bill, 1
think the Governmnent will. be disposed to
mieet. us by reducing them very considerably.
I dare say it has occurred to the Attorney-
General that two grave questions in connection
with the mining industry are, firstly, to de-
termnine what is alluvial, and, secondly, the
leasing question. Commissions have sat and
inquired, all over Australia, to determine
how long a goldfield should be open for al-
luvirtl mewn to work it, bzefore leasiug auriferous
ground for reefing. In Queens land, at
the time when our old Goldfleldsi Act was
adopted, it was decided that no lease should
be issued for two years after a field was de-
dlared a goldield, and I believe juany of our
leases, issued in the early stage, were
illegal. In fact, I had sonie of themn
in my possession, and I thought so
lightly of the matter that I did not hother
about the legality of them. LTl'm PREMER
Wie repealed that) Yes; hut I refer to it time
before the repeal of that provision. It has
been a grave question all over Australia as to
how long a field should be left open to the
prospector and the alluvial man, before the
capitalist should be allowed to conic in and
apply for a lame of twe ground. In South
Australia a Commission which sat recently
could not determine how long a period m
shoutld be allowed. But in this Bill
I think the Government have adopted at
wise plan'-Wherever I have seen alluvial
men ait work, I have said to them, -For good.
ness sake, get the alluvial as quiokly as YOU
can, and clear out." That is the wisest way
of dealing with alluvial, because our alluvial
gold is entirely different fromt that found in
other parts of Australia, for we have no deep
leads of alluvial here, as the alluvial is found
only in patehes, so that the newest chum who
has been twenty hours on a goldfield is juLst
as likely to find it us is the old al luvial mnan
who has tried Many fields in his time. With
regard the definition of alluvial, in the Bill, I
hope it will work advantageously. There is a
wide discretionary power left in the hands of
the Warden, in connection with these matters;
and I have always thought that if a Man is fit
to be appointed Warden of a goldfield, the
Ministry which appoints bim will ' comnpelied
by the extreme distance or' the Warden from

the seat of Gjovernment, to leave iusatters of
this sort very mnuch to his wisdom and dis-
cretion, and I think it must be so in the care-
ful workipig of our goldfields. Of course those
fields are practically cowing nearer to Forth
every day, by the constructiont of railways and
telegraphs. So far as I can see in the Dill, the
distinction between alluvial and reef gold is
carefully devised, and is evidently the result of
mature experience. The provision for the
amalgamation of leases under certain condi-
tions is useful, and wall be a considerable bene-
fit in many oases. I know of hundreds, even
thousands, of claims absolutely pitched aiway,
because one proprietor holdinig an adjoining
lease has been compelled to keep a certain
number of imen. employed on it in doing uttbrly
useless work, s~o as to comuply with the labor
conditions; whereas, under this Bill. it claim-
holder having ain adjoining lease will be able to
employ all the mnen en the one ground, aud
thus work to advantage. I am glad to notice
also that, at Last, the Governmient have, seen
fit to grant the great right of appeal. I was
much struck, some thus ago, on reading a e
port in a Perth newsapaper-I cannot quote
thePAU psaeexactly n1ow, and memuibers are pro-
hibited by the rules of the House from reading
extracts ou1tof a news1aper in certain cases-
I was niuebstruek by what the Premier was
reported to have said in an iterview, in re-
lation to sortie interesting newspaper corre-
pondence which was agitating certain persons
at that time, to the effect that it was wiser that
the determination. of questions of this sort
should be left in the hands of political admin-
istrators, thain that they should lie decided on
appeal to the Supreme Court. I think that
statement, if muade. wILs a very grave indis-
cretion on the part of the Premier. [Tim
Pas~xMrz: Where was that reported ?J It
wats reported in that distributor of light and
intelligence, the Deily News. 1 thought, at
the time, that possibly the Premier was miave.

ported. He says now he was not. Well, it
gives Mns an opportunity of showing the cre-
doee T place in the reports of that newspaper
as to anything taking place. However, I do
think that this opportunity of appeal to a
properly con stitned judicial tribunal will be
very satisfactory to our mining industry. As
to the suggestion of the hen, member for Fre-
mnantle, with regard to the granting or refusal
Of lenses;, that an opportunity should be given
fur appeal to this House, I think that would
lead to a great deal of what in America is
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called"1 lobbying:' and I would rather 'Auch
leave that matter in the hands of the respon-

sible Ministers of the country, who, from
a sense of the great .prestige of
their positions, and the recognition of
their powers, are compelled to bear
in mind that the country expects from theta
the highest integrity, and the most careful
regard to the public interests. It nould be
indiscreet to have that "1lobbying " going on
in this Chamber, for endeavoring to secure
special concessions to particular people in the
form of special leases. I congratulate the
Government on the I1till, and [ hope that, with
the assistance of the House, it will become a
useful measure to this country. Of course a
great deal of its nucefulness will depend on the
Regulations to be made under the Hill; but,
as was pointed out by the Premier and the
Attorney-General, in the earlier stage of this
debate, it is impossible for us to deal with the
Regulations when considering the Bill, be-
cause the Regulations cannot be-'made until
the Bill has been passed. Still, a great deal
depends on the Regulations; a great deal de-
ponds on the Wardens who have to carry out
the law on the fields; and, as to the Wardens,
I think the less there is of Ministerial inter-
ferenes in administration on the fields, the
better it will be for the gold-mnining industry.
The opportunity has come for putting on our
Statute Book the best Act for the manage-
ment of the goldifelda of this colony, as com-.
pared with the goldfields legislation in any
other part of Australia.

MR. CLALRKSON :The action of the
Governmienit in introducing this Bill meets
with tte general approval of hon. members.
The only thing I feel astonished at is that
some members find so much to talk about, at
this stage. There may be a little difference of
opinion as to some of the clauses, as I have no
doubt we shall find, but all that can be recti-
fled in Committee; and why such a Bill as this,
which meets the general approval of the
House, and I have no doutt also the approval
of the people of the Colony, should occupy a
whole evening in discussing its principlcs
is beyond my comprehension.

Ma. Rt. F. SHOLLi: The hon. member who
hees just eat down takes exception generally to
the waste of the time of this House. by the
discussion of important Bills, like this, on the
second reading. But I think that, in speak-
ing to the general principle of a Bill, the proper

time for discussion is on the motion for
the second reading; and, when an import-
ant Bill is brought forwvard, it is not a
waste of time to discus the principle fully, so
long us that is done in a proper spirit. This
Bill ie important, and it has been discussed by
ban. members very clearly and intelligently.
I do not agree with some of the criticisms upon
it. There are, three clauses I particularly take
exception to. Firstly, as to Clause 38, dealing
with the fine for non-compliance with labor
conditions. I think that when the Govern-
ment do away with the watch-dog of the gold-
fields, generally known as the jumper, they
are really doing away with the necessity for
complying with the labor conditions, to a
great extent. In the forfeiture clause, under
the existing law, if the labor conditions were
not complied with, any one might apply
for the forfeiture of the particular lease; con-
sequently, the owners of lenses have had to
take good care that they ran no risk of for-
feiture. TIhis illi provides fines for non-
compliance, and it has been suggested that
one-half the amount of the fine in each ewse
should go to the informer. But, on the gold-
fields, where there are all classes of men, I
doubt whether you will get any to inform f or
the sake of obtaining half the flue. Under
the old conditions, the men called " jumpers "
were really noting within their legal rights in
making application for a lease that was not
being worked with the required number of
men, because in such ease the lease was
open to fresh application, and that is very
different from "jumiping" in the sense of
seizing what a am has no right to. The
Bill proposes to impose a fine for non-com-
pliance, the amount to be not mnore than £2100
in the first instance of breach, and not more
than £200 in the second ; but I doubt very
much whether you will get men to inform
under theseconditions. Ilagree with the Premier
that, in doing away with the absolute forfesiture
for non-compliance with labor conditions, it is
a mistake in the interest of the country. I
know of many cases, some of which I was, con-
nected with, in which it would have paid
the leaseholders to stand the chance of
being discovered and informed against for
breach of the labor conditions, uder the fines
provided in this Sill, as it would be cheaper to
pay even the full amount of fine rather than
employ the required number of men. There-
fore I feel that, in the interest of the country,
this isa mistake. With regard to the Wmal
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gamation of leases, I think the intention is a
good one, but the amalgamation should not be
allowed along the line of reef. The smaller
the leased area, the greater the quantity the
applicant will get along the line of reef, in
proportion. Ainyone taking a 6-acre lease will
get more in proportion than the man' who
takes up a 24-acre leae. (The PRElIIS No ;
it must curtail the length.) I quite agree it
is necessary to allow amalgamation, where the
money spent on labor is likely to be wasted
by complying with the labor conditions. If,
foir instance, one person owns two leases, and
by complying with the labor conditions would
be wasting the money and doing no good for
himself or the country, the Warden should, if
satisfied that amalgamiation of the two leases
would be in the interest of the country, allow
amalgamation to take place. But the areat will
have to be increased, if any good is likely to
arise out of this clausae, because if a
man has a 15-acre lease, and has another
l6'acre lease off the line of reef,
he would be quite unable to amalgamate, be-
cause the two arena would exceed the limit of
24 acres allowed by the clause. Clause 12 1
also object to, with the lhon. ureiber for Yil-
gain, and that is as to the proviso, which
says.--" No miner's right, consolidated miner's
right, or business license shall bie issued to any
Asiatic or African claiming to be a British
subject, without the authority of the Minister
first bad and obtained." I presume this re-
lates to Asiatics or Af ricans who are British
subjects, sod 1 consider this is an interference
with the rights of British -subjects. It is the
inherent right of all British subjects to be
placed on equality, in whatever part of Her
Majesty's domninions they may be. The hon.
member for Yilgarn says he draws the line at
color; hut when we consider that Tndia,
which is one of the most important parts of
Her Majesty's dominions, is occupied by a
race of a different color from ours, it is hardly
for this small colony to say we will not admit
British subjects from India on the same terms
as ourselves. I think this proviso will jeopar-
dise the passing of this Bill, because tier
Majesty's representative in this colony, whien
he finds there is an interference with the
liberty and rights of British subjects, will not
be doing his duty to his ISovereign unless he
reserves the Bill by sending it home for Her
Majesty's assent. When this Bill gets into
Committee I shall wove to strike out the
proviso; and, if not successful, I shall after-

wards. make it my business to draw the atten-
tion of Her Mlnjesty's representative in the
colony to this matter.

Tax AflOR.VEY-GENERAf, LHon. S.
Burt): I wish to say only a word or two in
concluding this debate. Ron. mnembers will
bear in mind that this Bill is, at most, she
fratmework of principles, and that the details
for the management of the goldfields must
depend on the Regulations to be made after
the Bill has passed, wore perhaps than on the
enacetment itself. I think that the more
elastic we make the principles of the bill, the
more length and breadth we give them., so the
administration generally on the fields will be
benefited, because if we were to tie down the
principles too tightly at the present time, ats
time goes on there may be fresh circumstances
arising, and We maLY find that the rufles we
made to suit the conditions of the year 1895
may requ ire relaxing or may require

ightening up in i896, therefore the
Government should be in a position to
make any adaptation of this sort by altering
the Regulations, or making new ones to suit
the fresh conditions, without altering the
principles of the Act. This Bill is one of im-
portance, and at goud deal depends on the
wording of the different cslauses. I trust that
those hon. members who intend to move
amendments in cozmL13i tteO will be good enough
to place, them on the notice paper as soon as
practicable, so thaLt they may he considered
by the Government w ith a view to their pos-
sible effect on other p)arts Of the Bill. Unless
notice is given, it 'will he obvious that no one
can gauge theeffect of it clause when sprung
suddenly on the com mittee, through some idea
occurring to an hon. inember, which mniy prove,
on reflection, to be anU crroneOns One. I know it
is impossible to give notice of amendments in
every case, and I do not mean to say that
valunble ideas do not occur at ines to mem.
bers, as we go along in Committee ; but, ui s to
those contentious clauses which have been
referred to, relating to alluvial, the amalgam-
ation of leases, and what is cal led the forfeiture
or jumping clauae, I think notice might be
given of ainy amendments which are intended
to be moved by hon. members.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ESTIMATES9, 1895-96.
iN cohtrTE.

Tite House haviing resolved itself into Coin.

[13 AvousT. 1805.)Goldjields Bill,
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mittee of Supply, to consider the Estimates of
revenue and expenditure for the financial year
1896-96,

THiE PREMIER (Rion. Sir 3. Forrest) said
that, as hon. =embers appeared to desire an
adjournment at that hour, he moved that pro-
gress be reported and leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit

again.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tnr PREMIR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved
that the Rouse at its rising do %djourn until
Thursday, 15th August.

Question put and passed,
The Rouse adjourned at 10.4 o'clock p.

&Tziis T a tiher Issemib ;_,
Thufrsds~r, 15th Angsst, IS.13

Rept uponi storaye of giloiaw-iwavad
Theatre Riefreshmencit RAonis Licenising lli; in
CoQnittee-DUties eL E-staes of Deceased
Per-sonis Bill; in copinittee--Gotdflelds 8i11;
in conpanttee-Adjevrnrnrnt.

Twon SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

REPORTr UPON STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES.

Mg. LEAKE, in accordance with n~otice,
asked the Premier whether any report had
been received from the expert recently
appointed to inquire into the importation, use,
and storage of explosives, and if it was pro-
p.sed to present the report to Parliament.

Tan~ PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the report was in the hands of
the tioverument Printer, and would shortly be
placed on the table of the House.

IRAILWAY AND THEATRE REFRESHMENT
ROOMS LICENSING BILL.

IN~ cosnrirtrC.

Consideration of Bill in Committee resumed.
'Schedules.
Agreed to.
Preambtle and title
A4greed to.
B3idi reported, -with amendmiunts.

DUTIES ON ESTATES OF OBOE ABED
PERSONS BILL.

IN Co~nflITEE.

Clauses 1, 2, ridS3:
Agreed to.
Clause 4-" !St4Wteets to be filed":
Mxe. itANDELL moved, us an ameudment,

that the word " two," in the first line of Sub-
clause 1, and consequentially in the remainder
oif the clauso, he atnlck out, and the word
" three" be inserted in lien thereof, in each
instance. He said the two months allowed in
the clause for tire 'winding up of estates would
be too short, according to his experience; and
although the Master had power to extend the
time, it would be better to allow three mouths
in the first in stance, as proposed in his amiend-
went.

THE; A'TTORNEY -GENERAL (Liou. S.
Burt) accepted the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Ma. R. F. SHOLL moved, as a further

amendment, that the words "one thousand"
he inserted after the word " exceed," in the
fourth line of the last paragraph, so as to
read, "does not exceed one thousand five
hundred pounds," etc. He said the minimulm
exemption of £500 would be too small a sum
to he felt as a relief, in the case of an estate
of £1,000 or £1,500 left to a widow with a
family to educate and maintain. It was not
desirable to levy duty for revenue purposes in
such cases, whether the amount of the estate
was large or smeall, and especially when it
would be barely sufficient for bringing up aL
family. The object of the Bill was not to tar
estates left in such circumstances, but was to
get at large estates wherein the amount of
the tax would not be felt Iy increasing the
minimum exemption to £,0,no hardship
would be create], while the object of the Bill
as a revenue measure would be attained.

THE laRsaERr (Ron. Sir.3. Forrest) said the
duty was a half per cent only.

it. ., lit SHOLL said the clause would

[ASSEMBLY.] Probate Duties Bill,


